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MARCH COVER 


JO GILLEN, diver and authoress 
of “Beckett Reef or Bust,” graces 
our cover this month. Many fe- 
male divers are seen on the beach 
these days and glad we males 
are; especially if they are as 
“purt” as Jo. Photo taken along 
the California Coast near Cam- 


bria Pines by Homer Lockwood. 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 


NEWS IN SUITS. Market forecasters in Wash- 
ington predict that men’s swim shorts this com- 
ing season will be shorter than ever—more 
Bikini-like. Also that stretchable nylon will be 
the big thing in that line, the same material 
that is now sold as the new one-size men's 
socks that fit every foot. The new suits they say 
will be no larger in bulk than a folded hand- 
kerchief which could be carried in a back pocket 
while strolling to the beach. Another is a rumor 
that Pirelli is experimenting with the same 
stretchable nylon, called Helanca yarn, as fused 
to the inner surface of skin diving rubber suits. 
The new line, if successful, will feature having a 
nice feel against bare skin, plus a minute insulat- 
ing layer of air for diving in moderate tempera- 
tures. Nothing definite yet. 


UNDERWATER TV, ANYONE? Not such a rich 
man’s plaything after all. If you write to RCA, 
Dept. E48, Bldg. 15-1, Camden, New Jersey you 
can get full information on closed-circuit tele- 
vision known as the RCA-TV-Eye. Using the new 
miniature camera no larger than a lunchbox, with 
camera-to-receiver line up to 1200 fect possible, 
you can rig your own blimp for the camera and 
get a deep peek at the bottom without getting 
wet. Complete system is now available for com- 
mercial installations at $995. Elsewhere large, 
obsolete type cameras are available as low as 
$225 each if you know how to hook it up from 
there on. 


NOVA SCOTIA WRECK FOUND. While sport 
divers curtailed their diving with frigid Decem- 
ber coming on, John Sweeney of Halifax, a former 
Navy diver working for the Nova Scotia Re- 
search Foundation dove to find an old chain be- 
lieved to be from a French fleet scuttled 196 years 
ago to blockade British attackers. Mr. Sweeney 
thinks the wreck is nearby, probably covered by 
tons of mud in the harbor bottom at Louisburg. 
The number of ships scuttled is not known, dur- 
ing the incident occuring during the French and 
Indian War between Britain and France for con- 
trol of North America. Mr. Sweeney is described 
as a veteran of scientific underwater research 
who is devoting his time to exploring the coast 
of Nova Scotia, which, he says, could keep him 
busy for twenty years. 


BATHTUB SUIT. The U.S. Patent office granted 
a patent to an inventor in New York City in De- 
cember, 1954 for a bathtub suit that looks very 
much like our own rubber suits for diving. The 
strange dress is a neck-high affair with fittings 
at the toes and wrists for filling-up with water. 
In all seriousness the inventor claims that the 
wearer can dump some soap suds in through 
the collar, and water through the fittings by 
way of a hose attached to each one at a time, 
“so that you can fill the arms without raising 
your arms,"’ then | suppose one can run around 
the block three times sloshing around and no 
doubt foaming soap bubbles at the neck, while 
one gets a thorough bath. Then you drain your- 
self, says the inventor, and flush through at all 
the four points again. He says it's just the thing 
for taking a bath in those out-of-the-way places. 
Now, you too can take a standing-up bath wher- 
ever you happen to be, such as a telephone booth, 
in solitary confinement in the clink, or while driv- 
ing to work. See, you don’t have to throw away 
that old rubber suit, but rather go skin diving 
right at home! 
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SEE US 
This Month 
at the 


SPORT 
SHOW 


Michigan State Fair-Grounds 
March 12th to 20th 


“*AQUA-LUNG” Demonstrations 
Daily : 


“Almost Everything for the 
Skin Diver” 








AQUA SPORT DIVERS 


E. Detroit, Michigan 
Prescott 5-0274 
























AT LAST... 


A Scientifically Designed 
Precision-Built Air Lung! 


SOME FEATURES: 


Here is a new Air Lung that has been 
* Can be disassembled, com. 














designed by the company with more 
experience in the design and manufacture of air 
pressure regulators than any other in 
America... AiResearch! 
It is precision-built for safety, trouble-free 
durability and effortless swimming ! Test units have 
operated perfectly over more than one million 
breathing cycles. It has been approved 


for use by the U.S. Navy. 
Before you buy any underwater breathing 
unit, make sure you see the Northill Air-Lung. 
It gives underwater swimming an entirely new ease 
and safety! See your sporting goods dealer! 


\ 


Northill Company, Inc. 


9851 So. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles 45, California 


&, A subsidiary of THE Gamzer) CORPORATION 


* 


pletely cleaned and Put to 
—— again in 10 Minutes! 

© adjustment or 
necessary, 


* Scientifically designed 3-way 


— Provides — 
- Surface iti 
POSition — close 
( s 
= breathing hoses to Prevent 
: Coding and Conserve gir 
ay while on surface 
= a Position — Permits air 
emand for 
oeleiinan Underwater 
3. Intermediate Position — 
—e _ to expel accumy- 
wa 
4 er by compressed 


* Reserve Gir valve js depth- 


compensated, giving you a 
9reater reserve of air at 


See the Northill Aj 
Air-L 
~ Sportsmen's Siew, hae 
Pete Auditorium le Los 
ngeles, from April 14 th 
April 24, } 955. ” 
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UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 


PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 


“Water Gill” Products 


2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
Venice, California 


Our air has been tested, 
purified by filter less Snerkels 











Artificial Lungs 


Rubber Suits than one millionth per Freg Feet - Masks 
Spear Guns gram of foreign matter Locker Space 
Air Refills per 100 cu. ft. by actual Quick Repairs 














test for health's safety. 
You taste it! 








Bay Area Dealers for DOLPHIN Rubber Suits 
Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 
The Thrilling Year-Around Sport Visit the fascinating underwater world 














cEh Camera Cases 


BOLEX — LEICA — HOLIDAY 
$29.95 up — SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 
Underwater Sports, Inc. 


Formerly Marineland, Inc. 
2219 BISCAYNE BLVD. PHONE 3-7966 MIAMI, FLORIDA 














“L°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS-MARINE”~ 


French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 


Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 
Bureau 16A 
1 La Haye Street 
Tangier (Morocco) 


Subscription for One Year: 
$2.00 (U.S.A.) 








Recommended by THE SKIN DIVER... 


sea pests 


Published by the University of Miami Marine Laboratory, 
439 Anastasia Avenue, Coral Gables 34, Florida. 75c¢ per copy. 








TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 


SAMPSON 
PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 


Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras and 





Eigeet’s 3-D system. 


SAMPSON MACHINE WorKS 


1604 Newport Bivd., 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 














| HERB SAMPSON’S HIGH GRADE PRODUCTS | 


Movie camera cases Safety power heads Fine underwater guns 
Detachable heads — Underwater aed cases 
SOLD BY DR. NELSON E. MATHISON 
3515 E. Ist Street, Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone L.B. 82851 
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BOOK REVIEW 


By R. K. AWTREY 


TO HIDDEN DEPTHS—Captain Philippe Tailliez 
188 pp. E. P. Dutton & Company, Inc. New York 


Captain Tailliez is a member of the 
French Navy's Undersea Research Group 
whose exploits have already been well 
publicized by Captain J. Y. Cousteau in 
The Silent World. In To Hidden Depti:s 
Tailliez has given us an autobiography 
of his skin diving experiences which com- 
menced in 1937, when he and the then 
Midshipman Costeau served in the same 
French cruiser. and continue up to the 
present. The resulting book I found to |e 
the most readable and interesting of the 
rapidly growing number on skin divin-. 


The adventures of the original memn- 
bers of the spearfishing fraternity along 
the French Mediterranean coast were cut 
short by World War IIL. After the French 
surrender. however, a number of the old 
crowd gradually drifted back to a diving 
group which seemed to devote most of 
their time to shooting several underwater 
movies concerning the sunken ships. of 
which there were many along the coast. 
After the war Tailliez. Cousteau. and Du- 
mas formed what became the Undersea 
Study and Research Group. Initially most 
of their assignments had to do with mine 
disposal but soon the scope of their activ- 
ity widened. The group was called upon, 
among other things. to explore the foun- 
tain of Vaucluse (a sort of water-filled 
version of our Carlsbad Caverns), re- 
locate and salvage the cargo of an ancient 
ship which foundered over 2.000 years 
ago off Mahria on the North African 
coast. and to assist in the descent of Pro- 
fessor Picard’s bathyscaphe. These ad- 
ventures. as recounted by Tailliez. fur- 
nish exciting reading. 


One of the last chapters describes the 
descent of the French Navy’s bathyse ‘aphe 
to bottom at a record depth of 13.287 
feet. Tailliez was in charge of the surface 
operations for this dive and readers will 
find the acount to be one of the most in- 
teresting parts of the book. The author 
forsees a great future in submarine ex- 
ploration by the bathyscaphe and pre- 
dicts that by such means a subaqueous 
Sir Edmund Hillary will one day plant. 
at 36.000 feet below, the last banner 
marking a discovery. 

There are 38 photographs in the book. 
most of which are high quality under- 
water shots, eight being in color. The 
book is one of the best yet on our sport—- 
every reader of this magazine should 
have it on his five-foot shelf of skin div- 
ing books. ** 
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Vitamins For 


The Oxygen Hungry 


by TED LEVCHENKO 


During work or exercise the body re- 
quires energy and the ultimate source of 
energy is the burning of carbohydrates. 
Muscles use three kinds of fuel: carbo- 
hy:trates, fat and proteins. Carbohydrates 
ar: used preferably when the reserves are 
hich and the exercise is severe. During 
periods of training in which growth of the 
muscles occurs. more protein than usual 
is ;equired for the construction of tissue. 

(he rate of oxygen uptake is propor- 
tional to the speed and difficulty of the 
exercise. The limiting factors in exertion 
are the amount of oxygen that can be 
taken up during the exercise and the ca- 
pacity for bodily accumulation of lactic 
acid. Briefly. fatigue in muscles is caused 
by a build up of lactic acid over and be- 
yond the body’s ability to remove the 
hich percentage of it by partial oxidation 
and removal of the intermediary products 
of work. The amount of oxygen that can 
be taken up depends upon the ventilation 
of the lungs. the oxygen-carrying capac- 
itv of the blood, the unloading power of 
the blood. and the output of the heart. 
Since these four vary in different persons. 
and in the same person according to 
physical fitness, the capacity for work or 
exercise will vary within the same limits. 

If the oxygen supply is inadequate, the 
heart muscle will become oxygen hungry; 
or if the muscles fail to take up enough 
oxygen to oxidize the lactic acid, its ac- 
cumulation in the blood will interfere 
with respiration and the duration of time 
that an individual can go without breath- 
ing. 

Muscles liberate three-fourths of their 
energy in the form of heat and about one- 
fourth in the form of mechanical work. In 
humans, the heat liberated by the muscles 
maintains an optimum thermal environ- 
ment for the body, and the excess over the 
amount required to maintain a constant 
temperature is dissipated. 

The individual limits of humans vary 
within a wide range; the factors limiting 
total power in the course of performance 
are the nature of the muscles, the capacity 
for oxygen intake and the rate of oxygen 
delivery to the tissues. The efficiency of 
human muscles compares favorable with 
that of the steam and gasoline engines, 
but is considerably less than that of the 
diesel engine. It is decreased by high 
speed and heavy loads, age, and obesity, 
and increased by training and sound diet. 


The most immediate cause of fatigue is 
undoubtedly the accumulation of metabo- 
lites. which are the products of work, the 
disposal of which does not keep pace with 
their formation during activity. Any fac- 
tor leading to the removal of metabolites 
delays fatigue, and any factors interfer- 
ing with their disposal hastens the onset 
of fatigue. 

The experience of the English under 
the nutritional program of Sir John Boyd 
Orr and J. C. Drummond? is significant. 
As part of the program, the fortification 
of oleomargarine with Vitamin A and 
flour with thiamin and calcium increased 
the working capacity of the working pop- 
ulation. which had subsisted on an in- 
adequate dietary regime. 

On a diet restricted in Vitamin B1 in- 
take healthy subjects showed moodiness. 
sluggishness. and mental fatigue. When 
the intake was raised to 600 international 
units. the measured capacity for physical 
work was almost doubled. 

The physical endurance of two groups 
of subjects in two tests—horizontal arm 
holding. and breath holding—has been 
compared after one group has received a 
liberal supply of wheat germ and whole 
erain cereals and the other. white bread 
and devitaminized cereals.” 
Group Group limit for arm-holding 
1 43 minutes to 2 hours 
2 13 minutes to 36 minutes 
2 (given 5 mg. Vitamin Bl] dailv for 

one week ) 

1 hour 13 minutes to 2 hours 25 min. 

Similar results were obtained with the 
breath-holding test. The improvement in 
performance in these two tests was at- 
tributed to an improved oxygen uptake 
and to a corresponding increase in oxi- 
dation of intermediate products as af- 
fected by the catalytic action of vitamins. 

An increased intake of Vitamin B1. in 
all conditions requiring sustained muscu- 
lar effort and increased oxygen uptake. 
has been recommended. °* 


Footnotes: 

1 Editorial: Vitamins for war. Journal of 
American Medical Association 115: 
1198, 1940. 

2 McCormick. W. J. Vitamin Bl and 
physical endurance. Medical Record 


152: 439, 1940. 
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OUTSTANDING 
--». SUPERB! 


SKIN 
DIVER 
TRUNKS 


COMBINING 


3 Vital Features 


ZIPPER ACTION 


strong zipper at right side...zips 
on and off like slacks. 


ELASTICITY in WAIST 


strong elastic insert at back for 
snug, adaptable fit. 


TOUGH—DURABLE 


for long use,exceptionally tough 
fabric designed and tested. Found 
snagproof against rocks, coral, etc. 


OTHER EXCLUSIVE FEATURES! 


Camouflage Colors designed not to 

frighten fish or barracuda. 

Looped rope for easy securing of 

lines and equipment. 

Built-in supporter. 
* - 







































The “SPEARFISHERMAN”” 
by : 


j 


nnlcen 


TESTED & APPROVED 
by 30 EXPERTS 


Veteran skin divers from every warm 
water region in the U. S. have tested 
the ‘‘Spearfisherman’’ for toughness 
of fabric, camouflage coloring, leg 
and waist fit, etc. 

All these features were unanimously 
approved by these experts. 


#595 for Jantzen “Spearfisherman’ 

Order your skin diving trunks today 

—=——— handbook by Jant 
FREE for SKIN DIVERS” 
The NEW guide book illus- 


trating the latest techniques 
in this free handbook! 





Richards AQUA-LUNG CENTER 


233 W. 42 ST., NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
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By CARL KOHLER 


Ever since | first slung a snorkle over 
my ear and jammed the tootsies into 
swimfins. the litthe woman has nagged 
me to let her have a go at spearfishing. 
Although I am usually as effective as a 
spit-ball barrage against charging killer- 
whales when it comes to warding off her 
mad suggestions, she came out winners. 
recently, through sheer trickery. Win- 
ners, that is, temporarily. 

“It’s no sport for women.” I declared, 
for perhaps the nine-hundreth time that 
morning. “Take my unvarnished word 
for it. sweetheart; you're better off loll- 
ing upon the beach while daddy does the 
adventuring. Besides, woman’s place is 
behind the skillet.” 

“Oh, pfui!” she scoffed indelicately. 
“Joe Merklemunch taught his wife how 
to skin dive. Now she goes everywhere 
with him. Gets as many big ones as he 
does. too.” 

“Don't tell me Joe Merklemunch’s 
troubles.” | snapped testily. “I got prob- 
lems of my own.” 

A nasty little glint crept into her eye. 

“Afraid! Hahahahahaha!” she trilled. 
“You're afraid I might show you up, I 
bet! That’s why you won't teach me how 
to spearfish! Hahahahahaha! Poor old 
Carl Kohler, the poor man’s Cousteau, is 
scared that his wife might prove a better 
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skin diver than him!” 
| shifted 


faintly. 


uneasily and snickered 

“Don't be ridiculous!” 1 babbled ner- 
vously. “I can get bigger and _ better 
catches than any mere woman, any 
stormy day of the week, and you know 
it!” 

She appeared unimpressed. 

“Oh, | wouldn’t put my life’s savings 
on that.” she cooed, lifting a lip in con- 
tempt. “If those minnows and runt-size 
lobsters you've brought home are any 
criterion of your so-called skilled efforts. 
And those microscopic abs!” she feigned 
mock-horror. “Where do you get the big. 
fat courage to attack those monsters of 
the deep, Buster?” 

I drew myself up in restrained, cold 
rage and threw my chin up, dramatically. 
although the entire gesture somehow 
came off as a girlish toss of the head. 

“Are you casting doubt upon my abil- 
ity to dive?” 

She looked warmly pleased with some 
private joke. 

“Nah,” she grinned, “I just don’t see 
all this hullabaloo you’ve tried to hand 
out about how difficult spearfishing is. 
All this old guff about the most dangerous 
sport on earth and all that stuff like that 
there! Hoo, boy! Who do you think 
you're hoaxing?” 







“And I suppose,” I said, biting the 
words out, “you think it’s a snap... a 
cinch ... a bit of child’s play?” 

She shrugged callously. 

“It doesn’t do anything to me—the 
idea of chasing poor defenseless little 
fish around with a pointy stick, and then 
pretending you've done something big.” 
Her smile was pure malice. “And, as 
remember, you were pretty lousy at ping- 
pong, too!” 

This was too much. I beat my head 
gently against the wall in fury. Suddenly. 
an idea began to sparkle. 

“Look, babe,” I murmured in dulcet 
tones, “Ill take you spearfishing. We'll 
have a little contest, you and I. Winner 
gets breakfast in bed every weekend for 
a year; loser washes and dries the dishes 
for a year. A deal?” 

“Pll buy that!” she chirped joyously, 
“But remember, you suggested all this-— 
so don’t feel badly when I show you up. 
kiddo! It was your idea!” 

Afterward, when my pulse subsided 
and the color returned to my face, I began 
wondering what vagrant mood of insanity 
had prompted me to dream up that little 
lopsided bargain. What if she actually 
won? Some of those skin diving gals were 
tops. I began trembling at the mental 
picture of a year’s stint at the kitchen 
sink. Good Lord, I couldn’t back out now. 
She had me. It was my idea. 
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‘Blabbermouth!” I snarled, glaring at 
myself in the mirror. 

Next day, we splurged for her outfit 
and the following day we headed for the 
beach. She was excited. enthusiastic and 
happier than a sandflea with a deed to 
the Sahara. Me, I felt lower than a floun- 
ders underlip. Lower, maybe. 

‘Listen carefully,” I stated as we wad- 
died into the water. “Just cruise along on 
the surface, breathing evenly through the 
snorkle, and when you see a likely target 
—glide under and away we go.” 

“Right!” she chimed. “Where you 
gonna be, Sunshine?” 

I tried. manfully, to beam. A pitiful 
attempt it was, too. I felt all the confi- 
dence of a toothless beaver at a treefall- 
ing festival. Anxiously, I eyed the spear- 
gun held carelessly in her pretty little 
mitt. Then I gave the surrounding area 
the quick once-over. Nobody in sight. If 
I stayed out of her range—only the fish 
were in danger . . . maybe. 

‘Right behind you, love.” 
dismally. 

“Because you're worried about me?” 
she asked. mistily. 

“Ah... in a manner of speaking... 
yes.” I replied truthfully. 

We put the show on the road in jig- 
time. Despite my instructions (carefully 
garbled in vain hopes of confusing her), 
she commenced bagging fish with un- 
canny ...ah... luck. Keeping one eye. 
protectively, on her—I looked but found 
nothing. And when I did spot a fish—she 
beat me to the shot. Just what I feared 
all along: baby-girl was a crackerjill. A 
darb, as the saying went when I was a 
juvenile delinquent. 

“Not bad for a beginner. eh!” she 
bragged, gloating over her three medium- 
sized perch and two hefty bass. About 
15 pounds of fish-flesh, I judged. 


| crooned 





“Mmmmmmmmmm,” | said thought- 
fully, frowning at the single, puny calico 
bass that had practically put himself on 
my spear. “Passable, passable. Don’t get 
overconfident.” 


“Ho, ho!” she simpered. “Listen to 
the man! You better start figuring how 
you're going to explain those dish-pan 
hands at the next annual writer's clam- 


bake, Junior!” 


“You're a doll,” I observed crisply. 

Then. I got a break. Drifting over the 
rocky bottom, about twenty feet down, 
she flushed a good-sized octopus. He 
slid off swiftly, frantically looking for 
better cover. I finned up beside her. 
jabbed her sharply in the ribs and indi- 
cated that she should go-get-him. 

She streaked after him, nailing him 
neatly just as he made the dark opening 
of a small cavern. We surfaced for air. 

“Now... what...do...we...do?” 
she asked between gulps of fresh air. 

“We?” I said casually lifting an eye- 
brow. I sensed that. here. was a chance to 
gain lost ground. “We?” I repeated. my 
mien that of puzzled curiosity. “What do 
you mean ‘we’ ?” 

She paled a bit. “Surely. you don’t 
think /’m gonna go back down there and 
fool around with that little horror. do 
you?” She swallowed hard and turned 
appeal-filled eyes upon me. 

Yep. this was it all righty, all righty. 

“Part of the show, m’dear, all part of 
the game.” I said and yawned indiffer- 
ently. “Better get down there while he’s 
still stunned! Beastly things have a lot of 
ficzht in them. you know. As it is, I im- 
agine it'll be a bit of nip and tuck getting 
the blighted out of his nook and all that.” 
I vawned again. 

“T have to get him. myself?” she 
pleaded. 

I nodded, stifling a fat chuckle. “Defi- 
nitely. old girl. You shot him. It’s up to 
you to retrieve him or...” 

“Or what?” she asked suspicously. 

“Lose him to me if I have to go get 
him.” I tried to look disinterested and 
bored. “Rules. old thing, rules. Can’t 
just shoot the poor fish and then claim 
him unless you bring him in. yourself. 
Hellish, eh?” I allowed a faint smile to 
play across my face. Boy, if I got away 
with this—I had it made. Right now, 
from the look on her slightly green face. 
she was wishing she’d never heard of 
spearfishing. A long moment ebbed. 
Somewhere a gull shrieked something 
obscene. Finally, she drew a long. shud- 
dering breath. 

“T-T’ll try.” she said gamely, and dove, 

I followed her and we cruised up to the 
cavern where, with the barbed-shaft se- 
curely in him, the octopus lay frantically 


threshing out his life. The murky water 
declared he already had vainly tried to 
improve his plight by inking up the 
matter. The wife tugged at the shaft and 
old Legs came out, wildly gyrating toward 
her. 

The wife hit the surface in a hurry. 

“Can’t...do... it!” she gasped in a 
terrified voice. “I... just... cant... 
ine 

“May I have the pleasure?” I inquired. 
“J don’t mind lugging that wiggly little 
bundle all the way up to the beach.” 

She shuddered at the thought. 

“Consider him ... yours . . . Buster.” 

So I went down again and manhandled 
the prize out of his cavern. The wife was 
already half-way to the beach when I 
came up with my mottled treasure. She 
was shook, for sure. Could have kissed 
the octopus—I was that happy. Instead, 
I patted him fondly and whistled trium- 
phantly all the way in to shore. Naturally, 
he outweighed her total catch; just as I 
figured he would the first moment I 
spotted him. 

Oh, Kohler! I blushed, you devil, you! 

“Jolly sood sport. eh?” | snorted glee- 
fully. “What say we do it again tomorow, 
honeypot ?” 

She glanced at the still twitching octo- 
pus and merely shuddered an expressive 
shudder. 

Breakfast in bed is a fitting reward 
for we hardy adventurers of fathom and 
fin. I’m enjoying it immensely and 
there’s been no further nonsense from the 
little lady about tagging my heels into 
the briny-blue. Once in a while I gen- 
erously give her a hand with the dishes. 
It’s the sporting thing to do, I always say. 

What do you always say when you’ve 
had a close call? = 





ip \ | 
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By CARL KOHLER 


Ever since | first slung a snorkle over 
my ear and jammed the tootsies into 
swimfins. the little woman has nagged 
me to let her have a go at spearfishing. 
Although | am usually as effective as a 
spit-ball barrage against charging killer- 
whales when it comes to warding off her 
mad suggestions. she came out winners. 
recently, through sheer trickery. Win- 
ners, that is, temporarily. 

“It’s no sport for women.” I declared, 
for perhaps the nine-hundreth time that 
morning. “Take my unvarnished word 
for it. sweetheart: you're better off loll- 
ing upon the beach while daddy does the 
adventuring. Besides. woman’s place is 
behind the skillet.” 

“Oh. pfui!” she scoffed indelicately. 
“Joe Merklemunch taught his wife how 
to skin dive. Now she goes everywhere 
with him. Gets as many big ones as he 
does. too.” 

“Don't tell me Joe Merklemunch’s 
troubles.” | snapped testily. “I got prob- 
lems of my own.” 

A nasty little glint crept into her eye. 

“Afraid! Hahahahahaha!” she trilled. 
“You're afraid | might show you up, I 
bet! That’s why you won’t teach me how 
to spearfish! Hahahahahaha! Poor old 
Carl Kohler, the poor man’s Cousteau, is 
scared that his wife might prove a better 
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skin diver than him!” 


| shifted 


faintly. 


uneasily and snickered 

“Don’t be ridiculous!” I babbled ner- 
vously. “I can get bigger and better 
catches than any mere woman, any 
stormy day of the week, and you know 
it!” 

She appeared unimpressed. 

“Oh, 1 wouldn’t put my life’s savings 
on that,” she cooed, lifting a lip in con- 
tempt. “If those minnows and runt-size 
lobsters you've brought home are any 
criterion of your so-called skilled efforts. 
And those microscopic abs!” she feigned 
mock-horror. “Where do you get the big. 
fat courage to attack those monsters of 
the deep, Buster?” 

I drew myself up in restrained. cold 
rage and threw my chin up, dramatically. 
although the entire gesture somehow 
came off as a girlish toss of the head. 

“Are you casting doubt upon my abil- 
ity to dive?” 

She looked warmly pleased with some 
private joke. 

“Nah,” she grinned, “I just don’t see 
all this hullabaloo you've tried to hand 
out about how difficult spearfishing is. 
All this old guff about the most dangerous 
sport on earth and all that stuff like that 
there! Hoo, boy! Who do you think 
you're hoaxing?” 








“And I suppose,” I said, biting the 
words out, “you think it’s a snap... a 
cinch ... a bit of child’s play?” 

She shrugged callously. 

“It doesn’t do anything to me—the 
idea of chasing poor defenseless little 
fish around with a pointy stick, and then 
pretending you've done something big.” 
Her smile was pure malice. “And, as | 
remember, you were pretty lousy at ping: 
pong, too!” 

This was too much. I beat my head 
gently against the wall in fury. Suddenly. 
an idea began to sparkle. 

“Look, babe,” I murmured in dulcet 
tones, “Ill take you spearfishing. We'll 
have a little contest, you and I. Winner 
gets breakfast in bed every weekend for 
a year; loser washes and dries the dishes 
for a year. A deal?” 

“ll buy that!” she chirped joyously, 
“But remember, you suggested all this 
so don’t feel badly when I show you up. 
kiddo! It was your idea!” 

Afterward, when my pulse subsided 
and the color returned to my face, I began 
wondering what vagrant mood of insanity 
had prompted me to dream up that little 
lopsided bargain. What if she actually 
won? Some of those skin diving gals were 
tops. I began trembling at the mental 
picture of a year’s stint at the kitchen 
sink. Good Lord, I couldn’t back out now. 
She had me. It was my idea. 
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‘Blabbermouth!” IJ snarled, glaring at 
self in the mirror. 

Next day, we splurged for her outfit 
and the following day we headed for the 
beach. She was excited. enthusiastic and 
happier than a sandflea with a deed to 
the Sahara. Me, I felt lower than a floun- 
der’s underlip. Lower, maybe. 

“Listen carefully,” I stated as we wad- 
died into the water. “Just cruise along on 
the surface, breathing evenly through the 
snorkle, and when you see a likely target 
—glide under and away we go.” 

“Right!” she chimed. “Where you 
gonna be, Sunshine?” 

I tried, manfully, to beam. A pitiful 
attempt it was, too. I felt all the confi- 
dence of a toothless beaver at a treefall- 
ing festival. Anxiously, I eyed the spear- 
gun held carelessly in her pretty little 
mitt. Then I gave the surrounding area 
the quick once-over. Nobody in sight. If 
I stayed out of her range—only the fish 
were in danger . . . maybe. 

‘Right behind you, love.” 
dismally. 

“Because you're worried about me?” 
she asked. mistily. 

“Ah... in a manner of speaking... 
yes.” I replied truthfully. 

We put the show on the road in jig- 
time. Despite my instructions (carefully 
garbled in vain hopes of confusing her). 
she commenced bagging fish with un- 
canny ...ah... luck. Keeping one eye. 
protectively. on her—I looked but found 
nothing. And when I did spot a fish—she 
beat me to the shot. Just what I feared 
all along: baby-girl was a crackerjill. A 
darb, as the saying went when I was a 
juvenile delinquent. 

“Not bad for a beginner. eh!” she 
bragged, gloating over her three medium- 
sized perch and two hefty bass. About 
15 pounds of fish-flesh. I judged. 


3 


| crooned 


“Mmmmmmmmmm,” | said thought- 
fully, frowning at the single, puny calico 
bass that had practically put himself on 
my spear. “Passable, passable. Don’t get 
overconfident.” 


“Ho, ho!” she simpered. “Listen to 
the man! You better start figuring how 
you're going to explain those dish-pan 
hands at the next annual writer’s clam- 
bake, Junior!” 

“You're a doll,” I observed crisply. 


Then. I got a break. Drifting over the 
rocky bottom, about twenty feet down, 
she flushed a good-sized octopus. He 
slid off swiftly, frantically looking for 
better cover. I finned up beside her. 
jabbed her sharply in the ribs and indi- 
cated that she should go-get-him. 

She streaked after him, nailing him 
neatly just as he made the dark opening 
of a small cavern. We surfaced for air. 

“Now... what...do...we...do?” 
she asked between gulps of fresh air. 

“We?” I said casually lifting an eye- 
brow. I sensed that. here. was a chance to 
gain lost ground. “We?” [ repeated, my 
mien that of puzzled curiosity. “What do 
you mean ‘we’?” 

She paled a bit. “Surely. you don’t 
think /’m gonna go back down there and 
fool around with that little horror. do 
you?” She swallowed hard and turned 
appeal-filled eyes upon me. 

Yep. this was it all righty, all righty. 

“Part of the show, m’dear. all part of 
the game.” I said and yawned indiffer- 
ently. “Better get down there while he’s 
still stunned! Beastly things have a lot of 
ficht in them. you know. As it is, I im- 
agine it'll be a bit of nip and tuck getting 
the blighted out of his nook and all that.” 
I yawned again. 


“IT have to get him, myself?” she 
pleaded. 

I nodded. stifling a fat chuckle. “Defi- 
nitely. old girl. You shot him. It’s up to 
you to retrieve him or...” 

“Or what?” she asked suspicously. 

“Lose him to me if I have to go get 
him.” I tried to look disinterested and 
bored. “Rules. old thing, rules. Can’t 
just shoot the poor fish and then claim 
him unless you bring him in, yourself. 
Hellish, eh?” I allowed a faint smile to 
play across my face. Boy, if I got away 
with this—I had it made. Right now, 
from the look on her slightly green face. 
she was wishing she'd never heard of 
spearfishing. A long moment ebbed. 
Somewhere a gull shrieked something 
obscene. Finally, she drew a long. shud- 
dering breath. 

“T-T’ll try.” she said gamely, and dove, 

I followed her and we cruised up to the 
cavern where, with the barbed-shaft se- 
curely in him, the octopus lay frantically 





threshing out his life. The murky water 
declared he already had vainly tried to 
improve his plight by inking up the 
matter. The wife tugged at the shaft and 
old Legs came out, wildly gyrating toward 
her. 

The wife hit the surface in a hurry. 

“Can’t...do... it!” she gasped in a 
terrified voice. “I... just... can’t... 
do... it!” 

“May I have the pleasure?” I inquired. 
“7 don’t mind lugging that wiggly little 
bundle all the way up to the beach.” 

She shuddered at the thought. 

“Consider him ... yours . . . Buster.” 

So I went down again and manhandled 
the prize out of his cavern. The wife was 
already half-way to the beach when I 
came up with my mottled treasure. She 
was shook, for sure. Could have kissed 
the octopus—I was that happy. Instead, 
| patted him fondly and whistled trium- 
phantly all the way in to shore. Naturally, 
he outweighed her total catch; just as I 
figured he would the first moment I 
spotted him. 

Oh, Kohler! I blushed, you devil, you! 

“Jolly good sport. eh?” I snorted glee- 
fully. “What say we do it again tomorow, 
honeypot?” 

She glanced at the still twitching octo- 
pus and merely shuddered an expressive 
shudder. 

Breakfast in bed is a fitting reward 
for we hardy adventurers of fathom and 
fin. I’m enjoying it immensely and 
there’s been no further nonsense from the 
little lady about tagging my heels into 
the briny-blue. Once in a while I gen- 
erously give her a hand with the dishes. 
It’s the sporting thing to do, I always say. 

What do you always say when you’ve 
had a close call? = 
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Legislation 
Affecting 

Skin Diving 
—in California 


Submitted by 


HOMER J. LOCKWOOD, 
Pres. Calif Council of 
Diving Clubs 


The California Council of Diving Clubs 
has been instrumental in introducing or 
proposing all or a part of the following 
bills in the recent session of the California 
State Legislature. Please check them over 
and be prepared to back their passage by 
contacting your own assemblyman during 
the coming month: 


Assembly Bill No. 1806 

Relegates to the Division of Health and 
Safety the duty of licensing and regulat- 
ing the purity of compressed air sold for 
use in self-contained underwater breath- 
ing units. 


Assembly Bill No. 1976 

Changes the method of measuring lob- 
sters to 314 inches from rear edge of eye 
socket to rear edge of body shell. Traps 
must have 2 inch escape openings. Pro- 
hibits sale of lobsters taken by skin diving 
methods. 


Assembly Bill No. 1975 

Abalones. Closes commercial take from 
Gaviota to South limits of San Diego 
City ( Dist. 20). Requires $100.00 fee per 
commercial boat. No commercial diving 
closer than 150 feet from shore. 


Assembly Bill No. 1646 

Requires the forfeiture of the license 
of anyone convicted twice in a license 
year of a F. and G. violation. Sport or 
Commercial. 


Assembly Bill No. 2360 
It shall be unlawful for any person to 
sell or purchase Rock Scallops. 


Assembly Bill No. 1806 

Introduced by Messrs. Johnson. Shell. 
Patterson, Rees. Belotti. Grant. Holmes. 
Nisbet, and Stanley, January 18. 1955. 

Referred to Committee on Public 
Health. 

An Act to add Article 4 to Chapter 1, 
Div. 20 of the Health and Safety Code. 
relating to compressed air for underwater 
breathing devices. 


24125. The department shall make and 
enforce such rules and regulations per- 
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The Air You 
Breath 


Underwater 


by BILL BARADA 


The California Council of Diving Clubs 
is initiating legislation which is of vital 
importance to divers everywhere. This 
proposed law is being introduced into the 
present session of the California State 
Legislature. and controls the purity of the 
air which companies can pump into your 
lung bottles. If it passes, any operator 
who fills tanks for the public in the State 
of California will be required to be 
licensed by the State. and be subject to 
periodic inspection. At the present time 
there is no authority or regulations, and 
anyone who wishes can set up a home 
compressor and be in business. As a result 
some pretty foul air has been sold to 
unsuspecting divers. 

Until detailed studies and tests can be 
made to determine the exact amount of 
impurities that can be tolerated in under- 
walter use. we are asking that all air so 
used must meet the United States Phar- 
maceutical Standard for medical oxygen 
as regards freedom from oil and other 
harmful diluents. These standards are 
strict. but the Council believes that it is 
far better to be oversafe than risk the 
health of skin divers. We know that some 
companies have pumped carbon mon- 
oxide, exhaust gases. and dirt particles 
into their air. as well as the oil clinging 
to the walls of the compressors. The safest 
compressors are those in which the cylind- 
ers are lubricated with water and soap 
solution. We also know that some com- 
panies have been negligent in providing 
proper filters and lax in the maintenance 


—— > 


taining to the preparation and sale of 
compressed air for use in underwater 
breathing devices including aqua lungs. 
as it deems necessary for the protection 
of public health and safety. 


24126. Every person who violates any 
provision of this article. or any rules or 
regulations issued thereunder, is guilty of 
a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 
not less than twenty-five dollars nor more 
than five hundred dollars. or by imprison- 
ment in the county jail for not more than 
six months. or by fine and imprisonment 
as above. 


of these filters. 

The only solution is to initiate and have 
approved by the Legislature. license re- 
quirements and a constant checking set 
up. Obviously the Council of Diving Clubs 
is not able to police these operators, nor 
can the clubs check on the purity of the 
air. In order to have this legislation 
passed. we need the financial help of all 
skin divers interested in safe air. It does 
not matter whether you live in California 
or not, sooner or later this same problem 
will be faced by divers in all parts of the 
world. The standards set in California. 
and the results of the tests and research 
will be equally applicable to other arees. 
We know that when air is consumed 
under pressure that the effect of impuii- 
ties is tremendously accellerated. and 
some of these effects are cumulative. 
At state hearings on this problem. «ll 
interested parties will be invited to pre- 
sent their facts and state their opinions. 
From these hearings we expect to get 
a working law which can be duplicated 
anywhere. 

This is only the first step in a com- 
plicated problem. We also have com- 
panies and backyard mechanics who are 
engaged in repairing lungs. Most of the-e 
individuals are undoubtedly competent. 
but others are definitely not qualified ‘o 
do this work. The Council feels that an 
investigation should be made to deter- 
mine if tests for experience and know|- 
edge should be given before a man is 
permitted to repair lungs. Such an inves- 
tigation would cost quite a lot of money. 
and the Council needs the help of all the 
skin divers everywhere to undertake 
these jobs. 

Skin Diving is already big business. 
and filling and repairing lungs is a part 
of this business. Controls are needed. and 
we believe the sport divers are the ones 
to propose what they want and need. The 
California Council of Diving Clubs is 
willing to do the job. but the clubs and 
individual divers will have to dig into 
their pocketbooks for the necessary funds. 

Any legislation is expensive to put 
through. Assemblymen and Senators are 
politicians who know little of our prob- 
lems. and will care nothing about them 
unless we bring it to their attention. These 
men must vote on thousands of bills rang- 
ing from frog spearing to atomic power, 
and have little time to spend on skin 
diving problems. To get their attention 
we must send qualified men to Sacra- 
mento to speak for us at these hearings. 
These men can spend their time, but we 
cannot ask them to also pay all of their 
travel and living expenses when away 
from home. 

If you want to help. send your informa- 
tion, suggestions or dollars to: Legisla- 
tive Fund, California Council of Diving 
Clubs, 352 Smith Street. Long Beach, 
California. 
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Ocean Sunfish 


By DAVID H. BROWN, Aquarist 


How many of us are aware of the ex- 
istence of a sea fish formed like a disc 
and apparently tailless, which propels its 
add shape through the ocean with pon- 
dervous strokes of its dorsal and anal fins. 
which attains colossal dimensions and 
feeds on jellyfish and small surface ani- 
mals? 

(his harmless. interesting creature is 
known to science as “Mola.” a quaint 
name which means in Latin “Millstone.” 
an refers to the general shape of the 
beast. 

Some of us have been fortunate enough 
to -ee Mola in the ocean here off Southern 
California. where, at certain times durine 
the vear it occurs quite frequently. In 
fact. the Sunfish, or Headfish. as it is 
sometimes called. occurs throughout the 
world in tropical and temperate seas. It 
is known to attain a tremendous size. 
from & to 10 feet long and weights of 
more than a ton. 

lhe body of this fish is well protected 


' 





by a layer of hard, gristly material under 
the skin. This “armour” undoubtedly 
accounts to a great extent to the invulner- 
ability of these odd fish. Certainly they 
do not rely on speed or intelligence to 
evade their enemies. The Sunfish swims 
slowly, quite often with its dorsal fin 
protruding well above the surface of the 
water like that of a shark. 

Locomotion is achieved by waving the 
dorsal and anal fins, which are opposite 
each other, in the same direction, and 
twisting them slightly at the same time. 
The stumpy, almost non-existent tail acts 
as a rudder. 

Mola’s intelligence is limited, even for 
a fish, and they may be captured quite 
easily when basking or swimming near 
the surface. 

The flesh of the Sunfish is generally 
thought of as being unpalatable, for- 
tunately, so commercially they are unim- 
portant. 

Little is known regarding the breeding 


Marineland of the Pa- 
cific’s diver hand feed- 
ing ‘‘Mola."’ 


habits of these fish; they appear, how- 
ever, to be very prolific. Upon examina- 
tion of the ovary of an adult female, it 
was found to contain 300,000,000 small 
unripe eggs. Like most surface-living 
ocean fishes, the eggs of the Mola are 
fertilized in the the open sea, and are 
probably possessed of oil gobules that 
keep them floating on the ocean surface. 
According to the late G. R. Norman, the 
eggs. when ripe. are belived to be about 
1/20 inches in diameter, and the newly 
hatched young are extraordinarily min- 
ute when compared with the colossal 
bulk of their parents. 

After birth, the baby Mola is provided 
with the caudal fin or tail, like any other 
young “bony” fish; however, it soon 
loses this. and goes through a remark- 
able series of changes. and eventually 
acquires the grotesque shape of its par- 
ents. 

During the last few years I have. on 
several occasions. endeavored to keep 
these remarkable fish alive in ordinary 
acquarium tanks without success. The 
Sunfish appears to be very reluctant to 
adapt itself to life in captivity. and in- 
sisted on knocking itself against the tank 
walls. Furthermore. it was adamant in 
its refusal to accept food. 

| am. however. happy to say that the 
great tanks here at Marineland of the 
Pacific appear to satisfy several species 
of fish that have not been successfully 
held in captivity before. The Sunfish has 
joined the ranks of these animals. and 
may now be seen living in the circular 
tank at the Oceanarium. 

These three young fish caught on the 
surface by our collectors were first intro- 
duced into the Oval Tank. which contains 
our main fish display. and were soon 
persuaded to accept pieces of shrimp by 
members of our diving staff. 

It was interesting to note at this time 
how the yellowtail persisted in rubbing 
themselves on the Sunfish. a practice tn 
which almost all fish indulge. Usually 
thev rub themselves on the rocks and sand 
of either tank er ocean floor. They appear 
to do this in order to free themselves 
of parasites or foreign material ad- 
hering to their bodies. In nature. many 
surface-living fishes like the yellowtail 
and the tunas very rarely. if ever, see the 
ocean floor. and make use of large. in- 
necuonrs surface-living animals like the 
Mola for this purpose. 

The attentions of the yellowtail school 
appeared not to worry the Mola to any 
great extent. but unfortunately the atten- 
tion of the Opaleye perch was attracted 
to the ungainly new arrivals. The Opal- 
eyes. being by nature a very hungry fish, 
discovered a new source of food in the 
slime and skin of the sunfish. It was soon 
evident that something had to be done. 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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BECKETT REEF 
or BUST 


By JO GILLEN 


We had heard where the “biggest red 
abalone in the state” were to be found, 
and so in spite of the fact that adverse 
water conditions curtail skin diving al- 
most completely, Homer Lockwood’s 
enthusiasm carried us away, and on Fri- 
day evening my husband, Howard and 
myself accompanied him to Morro Bay. 

On hearing of the fabulous size, 
weight and strength of these particular 
abs. | wondered how |. a mere girl. was 
supposed to wrest one of these monsters 
from it’s rock and lug it to the surface, 
but I decided not to clutter their well 
ordered masculine minds with details, 
so | remained quiet. 

Our headquarters was to be 
Bay, and we arrived there around mid- 
night. After exhausting ourselves drag- 
ging gear out of the car and rolling out 
the sleeping bags under a star-filled tree, 
we fell asleep immediately. A chill morn- 
ing breeze woke us up at dawn and 
Homer’s “let’s get up.” (from deep in 
his sleeping bag), got a cool reception. 
The breakfast he cooked later. however. 
was more enthusiastically received and 
we can thank him, in fact. for all the 
meals on the trip, which saved what 
might have been a severe weight loss 
for all hands if I had been cook. 

From Morro Bay we followed the 
highway to San Simeon, the spectacular 
ocean scenery holding our interest all 
the way. The intense blue sea broke into 
great white breakers from which the 
wind blew plumes of spray, and cove 
after cove of jutting rocks offered rich 
promise of the abs we sought. 

Beckett Reef seemed quite a ways out 
to us as we stood in the yard behind 
the Evans cottage and surveyed our pro- 
posed conquest. Mr. Evans must have 


Morro 







STORE HOURS 
Sat. 7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 
Sundays and Holidays 
7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 
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operated the gas station there for years 
because he could tell us of wrecks that 
had happened 40 years ago. He drew a 
grim picture of the dangers in the waters 
around the reef. intending. I think, to 
discourage us with stories of drownings 
in the undertow and strong currents. 
He implied that only maniacs would at- 
tempt to go out there. That description 
fitted us perfectly! In my enthusiasm to 
get down to the water. | tripped over a 
chicken pen. 

The ocean did look extremely wild 
and rough at close range. Howard was 
the first to get down to the water as usual 
(because he always leaves his gear 
strewn all over and I have to tuck it 
away before I join him), so he was the 
first to decide that the surf was too 
rough there and that we would have to 
go further down the beach. Homer, al- 
ways with the belief that he can do the 
impossible: (he usually 
strode directly in, with a purposeful look 
on his face.—When he picked himself 
up. we proceeded further along the 
beach! 

Splashing along in the foam was just 
like hiking through a field of snow- 
without shoes. 


does. too), 


Hesitating before the slashing waves, 
I watched as the boys dove in during 
a lull but missing it myself, I enjoyed 
a thorough clobbering. Homer noticed 
me cringing before the boomers and 
came to my rescue ( ?). Clamping a hold 
on my wrist that only surgery could re- 
move. and dragging me bouncily behind 
him, we at last struggled to the other 
side of the breakers where Howard 
waited with the inner tubes. Thus we 
started the “great swim to Beckett Reef.” 

It took pretty close to an hour to get 
out to where the huge rollers broke and 


SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


GEIGER COUNTERS 


12008 So. Vermont 


LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
Phone PLymouth 6-2322 


even there the choppy water was very 
murky. Diving as deep as they could, 
Howard and Homer couldn’t reach the 
bottom. Hardly a place to dive for abs! 
I knew that I couldn’t even approach 
their depth so I stayed with the tubes 
to keep them from drifting, while the 
guys looked for a shallower spot. The 
current and wind were very strong. 
After searching futilely for a while, we 
were pretty tired and decided to turn 
back. Going back was even tougher, the 
waves carried us in fairly well but 
threatened to land us far down the coast 
from where we had entered the water, 
and in a much rougher spot. It took a 
lot of hard kicking in order to make 
the least headway and I must have 
looked pretty beat by then  becaus2 
Howard and Homer were taking turns 
asking how I felt. 

We could barely see the Evan’s, wit! 
a bevy of strangers, watching us from 
the beach, as we tossed so far out in 
the enormous choppy swells. It almost 
looked as though we were halfway t» 
Catalina. 

The cold began to penetrate to the 
marrow of our bones, and our fingers, 
when we tried to tie our face plates in 
the tubes, would scarcely move. Still far 
from shore the waves broke over us, 
scaring me with their awful size and 
strength. There was so much of them anil 
so little of me!! We were completely 
fatigued when, at least, were were wrung 
through the surf and flung on the rocky 
shore. 

After weakly staggering back to our 
packs on rubbery legs, we had a warm- 
ing drink, a chocolate bar and a change 
of clothes, which started the blood feel- 
ing it’s way back into our tingling arms 
and legs. It had taken 214 hours, from 
the time we entered the water ‘til the 
time we got back to our gear! 

In no time at all those idiots wanted 
to try another spot, so to show that I’m 
a good sport.—I let them! We went to 
a little rock cove where they got their 
limit of 8 to 9 inch abs, while I played 
“chicken on the beach,” a new game for 
me but oh, so tempting at the time. = 





STORE HOURS 
Weekdays 
10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 
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AQUA LUNG. Ei 


(Cousteau-Gagnon License) 









The “Aqua Lung” is not an experiment; it has 
been used for nine years without one single 
1501 casualty traced to a mechanical failure. It is 
4 standard equipment in the French, Canadian, 
. British and U. S. Navies, and the Universities 
of Washington, Wisconsin, Stanford, Berkeley, 

f 





Texas, M.I.T, U.S.C., U.C.L.A., Pomona College, 
Pacific Oceanic Fishery investigations, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, U. S. Dept. of the Interior, 
Bureau of Reclamation, Scripps institution of 
Oceanography, Fire Departments, American 
Red Cross, shipping companies, harbor com- 
missions, lifeguards, used exclusively in all 
major motion pictures: ‘The Frogman,” “The 
Big Rainbow, “20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE 
SEA,” and by thousands of yachtsmen, sports 
and commercial fishermen 

The most momentous invention since the 
conquest of the air, the “Aqua Lung” opens 
up a new and richer world to the pioneers of 
our generation. You, too, can enjoy the ex- 
hilarating experience of neutral buoyancy and, 
like fish, escape the laws of gravity . . . effort- 
less motion in any direction! 

The “Aqua Lung” features a positive re- 
serve device easily accesible. Only a 2-stage 
regulator guarantees an even performance. 

Do not trade your life for a few extra 
dollars why take a chance? Dive with the = 

Aqua Lung” of proved performance. f ts ca Lil 
JUNIOR [ '/, -hour—no reserve) $125.00 
STANDARD (1 hour—air reserve $160.00 a : 
NAVY TYPE (2 tanks plus reserve) $260.00 This is the only vulcanized 


eeeceoeee2e0e20e28e208020808080 @ diving suit on the market. 































Presently used by the Navy 


sien aa 


Jean Clark-Samazan, using an Aqua Lung, 
broke the world’s record for free diving on Frogmen $70.00 
September 12, 1954 by reaching a depth of 

350 feet. 





MANATEE FINS 


It took millions of years for Nature to steam- 
line fish design. Some fish swim on a hori- 
zontal plan like the ray; some others on a 
vertical plan like the barracuda. There is not 
one single fish that has a curved fin. For that 
reason we have developed the ‘‘Manatee’’ 
which has the closest resemblance to a fish 
tail. 

Only this well-balanced type of fin will dis- 
tribute evenly the effort of swimming rather 
than strain only one set of muscles. 

The only fin made of neoprene compound 
Impervious to Sun, Sand an Salt. 

Regular Sizes $7.95 and $8.95 
Giant Size (U.D.T.) $12.95 









The original imported French 
““Arbalete"’ 


(1502) DELUXE $24.95 
(1501) STANDARD 19.95 
(1503) JUNIOR 17.50 
(1504) BABY (not shown) 13.95 









































“SQUALE” MASK 


Navy type, unsurpassed in design and quality, 
with short. soft skirt; comfortable fit on the e e 


most sensitive faces. Will seal on frogman 








1045 Broxton Avenue, 






suit. Widest field of vision, solid stainless steel 


rim. SHATTER-PROOF GLASS—the best insur- West Los Angeles 24, Calif. 






ance against accidents to the eyes. Of the 






seven American and foreign swim type face 






masks tested by the U. S. Naval Underwater DEALER AND JOBBER 
Motion Picture Dept., U. S$. Navy, only one, the INQUIRIES INVITED 


French ‘‘SQUALE" face mask was found satis- 


$4.95 








Factory 


ARizona 9-8750 @ BRadshaw 2-1596 








BULLFROG WALKER 


| MARRIED A FRO 


BY EUGENIA J. WALKER 


| married a frog. and you may have 
married one, too! But don’t jump to con- 
clusions! 

If your husband kicks in his sleep, 
maybe he ate some green apples yester- 
day or forgot to file last year’s income 
tax. 

How is a frog different from any other 
husband? No difference in appearance, 
except he has water on the brain most of 
his life. He has a natural affinity towards 
fish and underwater hunting. And. at 
night, he dreams he’s scratching the 
bottom of the ocean alongside the famous 
diver, Dumas, and awakens refreshed 
after flapping his “fins” around half the 
night. 

You can detect the frog in him. if some 
evening you look up suddenly from your 
knitting to see a gasping husband, who 
otherwise looks quite well. Don’t let this 
onset alarm you, however; he’s practising 
breath control. After a few gasps and one 
gulp, he will sit back in complete repose. 

A frog pretty much resembles the fel- 
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low who dove into the lake last summer, 
some 25 to 35 feet on his own power to 
delight a swimming party, by bringing up 
a little slippery fish or retrieving a cold 
can of beer from the bottoms. These are 
some of the early symptoms of the frog in 
him. But hear this—it can get worse! 

Sooner or later, your magazine catch- 
all will become an aquatic library of end- 
less pamphlets and books on underwater 
swimming. During his reading hours, you 
will learn how much he appreciates un- 
interrupted silence. 

The chances are. you will check your 
weekly menu and resolve that tomorrow 
you will make pork chops and mashed 
potatoes and all of his other favorites, and 
hope that he will eat. instead of smiling 
weakly, and say he’s not hungry again. 

Womanly intuition will warn you he’s 
sick. Your little frog is sick! 

He’s sick and tired of diving down into 
the depths with only a face mask and 
swim fins, and sick of exhausting himself 
trying to stay down longer on his own 


lung power. At this point, he is ready to 
tell you that pork chops and mashed po- 
tatoes will not cure him; the best medi- 
cine that he can get is a Lung. 

Before going to your druggist, hear 
him out; he knows more about his lung 
trouble than any pharmicist. From nosing 
through all of his books and pamphlets, 
he will have gathered all of the statistics 
in his defense, to try to convince you, that 
this Lung has been used successfully and 
safely for over eight years by the Navies, 
Universities and Wildlife services, be- 
sides the scores of thousands of com- 
mercial fishermen and yachtsmen. He 
will defend his point further in pointing 
out that his only hobby is underwater 
swimming. with no particular interest in 
game hunting, bowling or other sports. 

Driven by amphibious power, your 
frog by now has sacrificed chewing gun, 
candy bars and even razor blades, to save 
for his Lung. 

Somewhere in between the time he’s 
ordered his own medicine. he will be 
taking you in his arms and tell you that 
you are still the first apple in his eye. but 
you might do a little wondering about 
that. 

As a matter of fact. the day the oblonz 
box arrives, you're going to be curious to 
see what your rival looks like, and this 
might be the first time you ever saw your 
frog kiss a box! 

Carefully removing it, he will point to 
the cylinder or tank, which he will ex- 
plain is filled with 70 cubic feet of com- 
pressed air, call your attention to the 
heart of the lung or regulator, and guar- 
antee that he will breathe naturally. 

You might ask him how he will know 
whether he has any air left in the tank, 
and he will point to the air reserve device. 

It is highly recommended that all wives 
of frogs put on the mouthpiece and 
breathe some fresh air from the tank. 
which passes through two flexible hoses. 

Good soldier, this is the moment he will 
call on you to help him, to harness the 
equipment to his back, help him with his 
mask. and put on his webbed feet: you 
might have to help him straighten up the 
first time. as the tank weighs about 50 
pounds, but is buoyant in water. 

Now look—in true colors—there 
stands the frog you married—the sick 
frog of a while ago, who has taken his 
first dose of medicine. The sure cure is 
his first dive into a lake or the ocean. 

But. frog-wife. what about you? There 
are thousands of these men with aquatic 
brains. Somewhere along the road, how- 
ever, a man designed something just for 
us. and that’s the snorkel. 

Put this light headpiece over your 
locks, float around above, and take a peek 
down there, through your goggles, to see 
if you can tell the world what draws al! 
frogmen to depths beyond. > 
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Beginner s Corner 


Nearly everyone knows how to swim 
and has opened his eyes underwater. 
Your vision is blurred and is naturally 


hard on the eyes and nose. But—put on a 
mask and man’s newest frontier unfolds 
before vour eyes. whether it be lake. 
stream or ocean, 

Underwater swimming is safe... even 
more so than swimming. for a diver 
equipped with a mask can see and avoid 
dangers underwater. common sense says: 


DON’T dive with a full stomach—-DON’T 
dive beyond your endurance—DON'T 
take unnecessary chances ALWAYS 
keep yourself in good condition— DON'T 


lissipate. 

Take it easy, learn a little each time 
yu go diving, rather than try and become 
an expert overnight. It takes practice like 
any other sport. Even the most skilled 
ivers only average about 15 or 16 sec- 
nds per dive in water of sixty to seventy 
legzrees F. Some divers are known to stay 


FROM THE ALBUM 
“Haiti Cherie,"" pub- 
lished by editions Henri 
Dechamps, Port au 
Prince, Haiti. 


underwater for a full minute. or more. 
but this is extraordinary. 

Most divers will never face danger 
from submarine life. But always remem- 
ber, many sea lions. sharks and eels have 
the potential of harming you. It is safer 
NOT to carry speared, bleeding fish on 
your person, especially in known shark 
infested waters. 

Fitting Your Mask 
or Face Plate: 

The strap should be adjusted so there’s 
a slight tension to prevent leaking. The 
soft rubber should mould itself to fit most 
faces except in some cases where a large 
wrinkle must be bridged. If a hard mask 
is being used it may be trimmed and 
sanded for a better fit. To prevent fogging 
of the mask. moisten the inside and out- 
side with saliva or a fresh cut raw potato. 
For better diving comfort to the eyes and 
ears: blow into the mask as you make 
vour dive. the deeper you go continue to 
exhaust. thru the nose. This should re- 
lieve any pinched or wedged feeling of 
the ear drums or eves. 

Next Month—info on correct use of 
the fins and the best accepted methods. ** 





UNDERWATER PHOTO 
& EQUIPMENT CO. 


Complete Complete 
Diving Photographic 
Equipment Equipment 


Largest stock of underwater cameras In 
the world—topped off with the NEW 
JOHN “GOGGLER” a professional-amat 
still comera with all controls and 40- 
2V4x2 Ys, pletures. 


$675.00 


UNDERWATER FLASH to fit afl cameras and 
an eusy-to-rig, water-tight adaptor for any 
comera. 
Flash: $60.00 
Adapter: $10.00 


Also, the best In DIVING EQUIPMENT 


a 


Write for catalogue 


' 
' 90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 
Midway 2-6311 




















ALL DAY CHARTER $6.00 per person 
—COMPRESSED AIR—SK!I SCHOOL 


COMPLETE RENTALS 








THE FLORIDA 


SKIN DIVERS 
MARATHON, Fia. 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Fernando Cabeza, Pres., Univ. of Miami Sea Devils; Welsh Pierce, Vice President, U of M Sea Devils; 
Dr. John Quinn, Pres., Neptune Club Inc. (Miami); Dick Morris, AAU and Red Cross Official; Miss Althea Heins, U of M 
Sea Devils; Geo. Duganne, Sec.-Treas. and Registration Chairman, Florida Assoc. AAU; Jack Houghteling, General 
Chairman, AAU Convention; Harold Aycock, Chairman, Florida Skin Divers, AAU; and Fred Rommel, U of M Sea Devils. 


Underwater Spearfishing Accepted 
at 


National AAU Convention 


By H. J. AYCOCK 


This picture shows part of the display 
in the Roney Plaza Hotel during the Na- 
tional AAU Convention and most of those 
who were there for two days to pass out 
printed matter and furnish information 
to the AAU delegates. 

Dr. Quinn acted as general chairman 
for the Skin Divers participation at the 
AAU convention. His personal acquaint- 
ance with people in the Miami area re- 
sulted in our obtaining hotel lobby space 
and desks at no cost. He and Jack Haugh- 
teling planned all our activities. 

The printed matter was furnished by 
Ralph Davis and the Florida Skin Divers 
Association. 

Jordan Klein furnished underwater 
cameras and enlarged photographs of 
underwater activities. 

Paul Arnold furnished a considerable 
variety of skin diving and spearfishing 
equipment. 

The Owen Churchill Perpetual Trophy, 
Cuda Cup and other items displayed 
created maximum attention in the lobby 
alongside the registration desks. 

The underwater spearfishing demon- 
stration in the hotel pool was part of the 
amateur portion of a show which was 
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organized by Pete Des Jardins, former 
Olympic diving champion, and his com- 
pany of professionals. Ed Lane, who did 
the announcing, was most generous and 
voluble in introducing to the assembled 
delegates the background of underwater 
spearfishing and the demonstration of 
underwater spearfishing by Dr. Burton 
srickman, Walter Lohmann and Walter 
Deitel who were pleased to assist. 

The demonstration illustrated the use 
of the Hawaiian Sling, Arbalete and CO, 
guns. A two-foot long wooden “fish” was 
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Tailored Foam Neoprene Suits $59.50 


Diving Equipment—Air Re-Fills 
Balsa Surf Boards—Made To Order 


ugh, Senge 


joo, ad 


drawn through the pool at such a fast 
pace that we did not think the boys would 
get a shot. It was quite impressive to all 
spectators. including the spearfishermen, 
to see the target pulled from the water 
with spears sticking through it, after 
each pass of the “fish.” 

The AAU delegates kept us all busy 
answering questions. Aside from those 
from California, Florida, Michigan and 
the New York area few had much infor 
mation on the subject we were promoting 

Despite the complete background work 
by Larry Houston and Ralph Davis fron 
California we had a close shave when the 
question of underwater spearfishing came 
up first in AAU Committee. Larry Hous 
ton was tied up at another meeting an 
there appeared no one to speak. Beforé 
the subject could be tabled Mr. Ben Yor! 
of the Florida Association came to the 
rescue and sold the committee one hun 
dred per cent. Again in General Sessior 
we were on pins and needles trying t 
locate the California delegation, wh« 
were the original sponsors. Fortunately 
when underwater spearfishing came u) 
there was a young army of supporters 
from states previously mentioned read) 
to furnish information or arguments. 

Apparently, the months of background 
work and our two days in the hotel had 
acquainted all the delegates with under- 
water spearfishing because there were no 
objections offered to accepting our new 
sport. 

This was an historic occasion and al! 
who took part in selling underwater 
spearfishing to the AAU can feel justi- 
fiable pride in making an enduring con- 
tribution to the sports world. 

Incidentally, don’t get the idea the 
AAU delegates were running around 
playing during our moments of anxiety. 
We can take pride in being affiliated with 
the highest type of unselfish Americans. 
They had a terriffic amount of work to 
do. Some of their committees started 
their work at six o’clock in the morn- 


ing! >= 


Tel. FR 9-1473 

223 Hermosa Ave. 
(At The Seawall) 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
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| © Scientifically designed “Ventusa” inner the PINOCCHIO against the face, blew forcefully 


/ ; albsiuy presents for the first time in the Western Hemisphere the 


“PINOCCHIO» 


PATENTED ® 


jmask for skin divers and underwater 
sportsmen —the most important de- 
velopment in the history of the sport — 


originated and developed by GENOA, ITALY 






Tested and approved by Gustav Dalla Valle, one of the world’s foremost 
skin diving authorities. Used exclusively by Roghi Gianni and Jannuzzi 
Ruggero, 1954 European and Italian spear fishing champions. 


Buy and wear a PINOCCHIO to discover these incomparable features: 


¢ Exclusive design brings lens so close to eyes © The amazing “Ventusa” makes it possible to force * The famous soft PINOCCHIO nose makes 

that upper part practically rests on brows out any water seepage by a single forceful exhal- this the only mask ever made with which it is 

gives most perfect and undistorted per- ation from the nose. Tests have been made at all possible to grasp the nose between the fingers 

spe tive—wide-range vision—ever achieved! depths by Healthways’ Research Team, during and exhale to relieve underwater pressure on 
which Healthways’ Divair Underwater Breathing the ears. 


e inside air displacement is so small that npn 
; RS , 95 Apparatus was worn. The PINOCCHIO mask was e INOCCHIO , : an 
h é : 5% 7 ] : $ - 

dey ; of dive is increased by 25% or more removed from the face at various depths, and then he PINOCCHIO has a custom-made st 


pees G nest tempered glass safety lens for maximum 
with ease. replaced. Each member of the group then pressed f ‘ a ; f 


protection. 


vacuum lip insures air and water-tight seal through the nose and expelled every drop of water e It’s the “easiest-to-wear” mask ever developed 
never before possible. instantly! for use with an underwater breathing apparatus! 
Fulfills every skin diver’s dream of being able to swim without a mask... Wearing the The scientific genius of Cressi 
PINOCCHIO is the closest man will ever come to this dream of perfection! Order a and Healthways’ manufacturing 





























know-how bring this ultimate 


? , : nee development in masks, to you 
the Cressi PINOCCHIO by Healthways...the mask you won’t even know you're wearing! at only $5.95 2 
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Introducing the © RESSI "DELFINO" ., acanays 


The professional design snorkel that has been used all over the world by the most 


PINOCCHIO now and discover for yourself this new and sensational experience .. . It’s 


famous skin divers and underwater sportsmen! Now 
manufactured in the United States by Healthways 
in mass production and comes to you for only 
$1.95 the biggest value in the field! 


The Delfino can be worn anywhere a skin diver can go 
— under rocks, reefs, in caverns, through kelp and sea- 
weed! There’s no danger of snagging anywhere — It’s 
the flexible upper section of pure natural gum rubber 
that does it! 


. . 9a 








Has the famous Cressi flexible mouthpiece — now made of the new, 
recently developed soft vinyl . .. impervious to deterioration ... lasts in- 
definitely — Can be adjusted to any position with perfect comfort! 


See the new exclusive Cressi snorkel holder ring for the first 
time — makes the Delfino easy to attach to mask strap. 


Best of all . . . with the Cressi Delfino you get the maximum volume 
of air required because of the large 4” diameter tube that insures your 
greatest efficiency! An ample air supply helps you conserve energy 
because you get oxygen quickest with a Cressi Delfino by Healthways! 


Both the Cressi Pinocchio and the 
Delfino will be available approxi- 
mately January Ist at your favorite 
dealer, or write Healthways for 
full information. 









3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA 






Dealer and jobber inquiries solicited. 








HEALTHWAYS... First IN WATER SPORTS! THE WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! 
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DIVE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR! 
IDEAL PROTECTION 


IN COLDEST WATER 


THE EDCO 





SUB-MARINER 


THE EDCO 


For Men 


MARINA 


For Women 


SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 


FOAM NEOPRENE 


DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 





OR WRITE 


NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 





onuonm 








305 american trust company bldg. 


berkeley 4 - california 






























































vO - 
Full Suit $75 





MID-WEST CONVENTION 


A new AQUATIC SECTION has 
been scheduled for the first time in 
the Mid-west convention of the 
AAHPER- meeting on Thursday, 
March 31st at 3:00 p.m. at Columbus, 
Ohio, with the following program: 


SOME PROBLEMS RELATED TO 
SCUBA (with movies) . . . Loyal G. 
Goff, Consultant to Panel on Under- 
water Swimmers. National Research 
Council. Washington, D. C. 

A SURVEY OF SPLIT TIME PER. 
CENTAGES IN TOP PERFORM. 
ANCES, W. W. Heusner, assistant 
swimming coach, Univ. of IIl. 

CNCA REPORT OF THE WORK 
CONFERENCE HELD AT YALE 
UNIVERSITY. T. K. Cureton, Chair- 
man National YMCA Aquatic Com- 
mittee. 

SUMMARIZER, Miss Helen West- 
erberg. professor, George Williams 
College. Chairman, R. H. Pohndorf. 
Univ. of Ilinois. 














Other Models Various Prices 








It's 
NEW! 


It's 


SAFE! 





Its 


LIGHT! 


SUPREME 
DIVERS 


MOUTHPIECE 


(Patent Pending) 


* Light weight for extra comfort 
* Oversize bite retained for extra safety 
* One-piece scientific construction 
* Sturdy, light weight rubber 


* Built-in non-return clapper valves keeps 
water from entering regulator mechanism 


* Neck band holder clasps for added safety 


* Extra check valves keep tubes clear of 
all impure gases 


Mouthpiece Only — $14.95 
With Bellows Tube — $17.95 


POSTAGE PREPAID 
Choice of 40” or 58” overall length 





LESS $5.00 TRADE-IN 
For your old mouthpiece 











Supreme Divers 
2036 N. Front St. 
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania 





DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


At the °54 contest we all but got our 
brains heat out with an ol’ flipper for not 
letting some of the other clubs give us a 
hand in organizing the get together, so 
here’s an open invitation to any and all 
clubs in the central California area to 
dive in and join the Barbs in making the 
°55 CEN-CAL Championships a big sue- 
cess. 

Elect a contest chairman and an as- 
sistant. Send us your mailing address 
and we'll notify you as to the when and 
where the organizing meetings will take 
place. You guys from Fresno, Sacra- 
mento, and all other foreign places plan 
to stay overnight. We'll supply the eats 
and a roof over your head, although you 
may have to drag along a sleeping bag 
or two. 

Everyone seemed to think the last con- 
test was quite a success, but we’re certain 
that by pooling the brains, resources, and 
finances of all our clubs the next one 
should be a dilly! 

P.S. We need a “COMPLETE?” roster 
of Cen. Cal. clubs for the contest. So 
please at least send your club’s mailing 
address. >* 

The Barbs (San Jose) 

Contest Committee 

c/o Gene Dyer (Contest Chairman ) 
16290 Roseleaf Lane 

Los Gatos. California 
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an [iego 
Council 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The first meeting of the San Diego 
Council of Diving Clubs was held at 
S:ripps Lecture Hall at 8:00 p.m., Jan. 

fentative aims and goals of the organi- 
za ion were discussed and the following 
were accepted until such time as a more 
permanent charter could be evolved: 

25. 1955. 

The council, in conjunction with the 
A.\.U.. will arrange, govern and operate 
all inter-club meets, with particular view 
to obtaining the cooperation and spon- 
sorship of all interested organizations 
(Chamber of Commerce. Junior Cham- 
ber. S. D. Tourist Bureau. Town Council. 
Et«..). and will endeavor to insure safe 
an sportsmanlike competition, with good 
yublic relations. 


The council will suggest to member 
clubs methods of self-policing. where in- 
fractions of game laws and, or actions 
letrimental to public relations are con- 
cerned, with the power to expel, by a 2/3 
vote. any club clearly and constantly in 
violation of such reasonable rules as the 
council may decree. 


The council will give aid and assistance 
to any group wishing to form new clubs 
in the area, providing wherever possible, 
sample charters and any other informa- 
tion necessary. 

Whereas it is not primarily the inten- 
tion of the council to initiate any new 
legislation, it is the desire of the council 
to be on the alert for and cognizant of 
any adverse legislation under contempla- 
tion. and to exert full support toward the 
minimizing of same; and to cooperate 
with other interested organizations in 
such matters as beach access programs 
and all other activities beneficial to the 
sport. 

The council will endeavor, on a volun- 
tary basis, to set up a conservation pro- 
gram, restricting, where necessary, the 
taking of certain species of marine life, 
and will, from time to time, institute re- 
search in matters relative to such con- 
servation, as well as assisting the Dept. 
of Fish and Game and any others in simi- 
lar programs, wherever possible. 


Since it is obvious that no organization 
can operate without a fund to cover in- 
cidental expenses. phone calls. postage, 





Weather Report 


from 
Miami. Florida 
CHARLIE ANDREWS SAYS: 
Highest temp. for the week 7a" €. 
Lowest temp. for the week 65°F 


Highest water temp. for the week. .71 > F. 
Lowest water temp. for the week. .69° F. 


Winds 10 to 15 M.P.H., S.E. 








Water Very Clear 
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Weather Report ' 

From ; 

‘ 

Los Angeles. Calif. } 

CAPT. CRUM SAYS 

Highest temp. for the week 63 
Lowest temp for the week 48 
Highest water temp 5& 
Lowest water temp 56 
Winds 5 to 7 M.P.H. E.-A.M.-S.W.-P.M 
Water Clear 
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letterheads, meets, etc.. the attending 
club delegates agreed to assess each club 
treasury in the amount of $.50 per mem- 
ber. such monies to be placed in the 
hands of the council treasurer and dis- 
bursed for the above purposes. 

In order to insure fair representation 
in the council. it was agreed that clubs 
would be allotted one vote in council 
matters for each ten members. or part 
thereof, with each club to provide two 
delegates to each council meeting and 
said delegates empowered to act for their 
clubs. 

All council meetings. where practical. 
are to be open to the public. 

The following were elected as tempor 
ary officers: President. Tom Simpson. 
HU 8-5923: Vice-Pres.. Jim Stewart. 
GA 4-6195; Secretary. Michael Carno- 
han. BR 3-0929; Treas.. Nick Mann, 
HU 8-5062: Director Pub. Relations. 
Wally Glynn, BE 4-7068 ; Safety Director. 
Delmar Michaels. GA 2-1994; Research 
Director. Connie Limbaugh. SK 5-1835. 

Meeting was attended by delegates 
from the following clubs: Sea Spooks. 
Delta Divers. Bottom Scatchers. La Jolla 
Skinsters, Sea Dogs. 

The next meeting to be held at Scripps. 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1955. 


Michael Carnohan, Secretary 








DIVE WITH THE 


“DIVAIR" 
THE BEST — THE SAFEST 





DivAir underwater breathing ap- 
paratus, complete assembly in- 
cluding regulator, air safety re- 
serve, tank valve, 70 cu. foot 
2150 Ib. pressure tank and har- 
ness. Filled with air and ready 
for use. DivAir carries approxi- 
mately one hour air supply. 
Weight 35 Ibs. 


USE 


“DIVAIR" 


RECOMMENDED Only 
BY MOST OF THE $129 50 
LEADING DIVERS. . 
22 cu. ft. tested, 1800 Ibs. 

Pressure Tank with Valve . .$19,50 ea. 
38 cu. ft. tested, 1800 Ibs. 


Pressure Tank with Valve .. 27.50 ea. 
70 cu. ft. tested, 2150 Ibs. 
Pressure Tanks less Valve 45.00 ea. 


Postage Paid—Send Check or Money Order 
Ask for Free Catalog of Underwater Equipment 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Cheerfully 
Refunded 


“By Divemaster™ 


U.A.S. CORPORATION 
5643 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago 38, Illinois 








SKIN DIVER—MARCH—17 











utoblography 


of a 
Skin Diver 


(By request of the SKIN DIVER Magazine) 


By GERD VON DINCKLAGE-SCHULENBURG 


It was ten vears ago, barely a year after learning to swim that I speared 
my first fish. That was on the Welawatte Reef off Colombo in Ceylon. A few 
days earlier. lan Misso. my best friend. had speared. under water. the first 
fish to be taken in such a manner by a Ceylon-born person. Some Samoans 
on a visit to Cevlon a few years previously. being perhaps the first people 
to spear fish underwater in Ceylon. 

For some time we. members of the Kinross Swimming and Life-saving 
Club, had been using underwater goggles for puttering about on the reef to 


by hand. But 


it was not until we saw an article on shark-fishing in California that we 


collect shells and coral. Then the first cravfish were caught 


made any serious attempt to spear fishes underwater. Ian Misso. who inci- 
dentally was the first man in Ceylon to turn out a workman-like. home-made 
monogogegle. led the way followed by veteran skin-diver “Atu” Atukorale. 
Lin Stork. Hugh Stewart. Percy Gunewardene and myself. 


The first fishes were “bada oravas” of the family Siganidae. small spiny 
fishes up to five pounds in weight. Then there were the famous “boralus” 
(Plectorhynchidae) commonly up to twelve pounds in weight, with a species 
we encountered later. the “giant boralu.” attaining fifty pounds. Prog- 
ressively more and more different species were impaled on our spears: blue 
angels, parrot fishes. discus fish. balfish. mullets. snappers. groupers. caranx, 
pompanos. queenfish. surgeons, morays. rays and finally. sharks. 


Ian and I speared and beached the first shark to be taken underwater 
in Ceylon. a five foot “white-fin.” I was sixteen vears old at the time. 


For a long while our sole spearfishing equipment consisted of home- 
made face masks and handspears. With this minimum of equipment I have 
taken most species of fish encountered in Ceylon. The luxury of swimfins 
was afforded us at last. only at the end of the war, when “Frogmen” surplus 
stores were sold to the public. Experiments with home-made rubber guns 
were not encouraging and one that I imported from Australia was a ridicu- 
lous contraption. not worth a tenth of what it cost me. 


Towards the end of 1949, I imported the first Italian spring-gun into 
Ceylon—the “Squalo” by Cressi. I found this gun so effective. that I turned 
professional and caught and sold many pounds of fish almost daily. 


I have since used and tested many different spring and rubber guns, 
but for ease of handling. power and dependability, have not found one that 
can compete with a “Squalo” or “Cernia.” Both of these guns are compression- 
spring type with pistol-grip midway along the barrel. I have yet to use 
a CO2 gun. and look forward wistfully to such a day. I do not agree that 
powerful guns are unsporting, and I have never been out underwater with- 
out feeling the need for a gun at least twice as powerful as the best I have 
used, in spite of the fact that I have even caught some fishes with my bare 
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TOP—Early handspearing days in Ceylon. 
BOTTOM—Salvage diving off Singapore. 

















hands. Naturally, a powerful gun should 
be used subject to a sense of selection and 
conservation. 

{part from guns, my choice of equip- 
ment has been determined by the particu- 
lar conditions I have encountered where 
ever I have spear-fished. I never use a 
snorkel, and find one more a hinderance 
than an aid. The same applied to lead 
belts. Up to the time I left Ceylon, no one 
else used these items either, in that coun- 
try. In most places suitable for spear- 
fishing in Ceylon. there is invariably 
strong surf to be dealt with, or the water 
is ‘00 murky to enable one to see down 
from the surface. and in such circum- 
stances a snorkel is a hinderance and of 
no idvantage. As far as lead belts are con- 
‘aed, most of my fishing has been done 
in comparitively deep water, and as 
Thang up to one hundred and fifty pounds 
or more of fish on my waist, my need has 
always been for as much reduction of 
we zht as possible. 

So my basic equipment consists of a 
good spring-gun. fins. a comfortable 
ma-k. (I like the old Sea-Dive round 
ma-k best). and a cord to string the fish 
upon. Though I have recently acquired an 
aqualung, I have never used one for spear- 
fishing. however. I feel one would be an 
ad\ antage in dealing with powerful fishes 
in deep water. 

in Ceylon my best hauls of fish were 
made at a rocky reef about forty-five 
miles south of Colombo and about three 
miles out at sea. This spot was particu- 
larly abundant in pomanos and caranx, 
a typical catch made in February. 1952, 
consisting of one grouper. eighty pounds; 
one shark, twenty-five pounds; seven 
pompanos. seventy pounds; two caranx, 
fifteen pounds. and two boralus and two 
surgeons, eighteen pounds, a total of two 
hundred and eight pounds of fish caught 
in three hours of fishing. 


c 


In Malaya, where I am at present, the 
best place I have found for spear-fishing 
is around a number of islands forty miles 
out at sea from Mersing, on the East Coast. 
These waters are stiff with sharks and 
barracudas and not a few caranx. 

The largest fish I have taken was a one 
hundred and forty-five pound nurse 
shark, measuring about eight feet. I hit 
him first with a handspear which was 
broken at once, then trapping him in a 
cave. I used the brass leader on my fish 
cord to gouge his eyes and gills. Two 
hours or more later, long after the sun 
had set I rode him ashore. I have also 
speared another of these sharks of about 
the same size. Eighty pound Groupers and 
an eagle ray, forty-five pound mantas 
and a caranx (Ulua) are some of the 
other large fishes I have caught. 

My “large” fish are small stuff beside 
some of the catches I have read about in 
the “Skin Diver” and elsewhere, but 
I wonder if these “big” catches were 





really great achievements? It does not 
demand a great deal of skill or prowess 
to kill a big fish with a chance shot. A fish 
taken with the aid of a float or boat, is 
even less creditable. If the fish is shot in 
an average depth, with no possibility of 
the hunter being pulled under, the result 
is a foregone conclusion, even though 
there may be some sort of a fight in this 
instance. 

Hunting with a free spear has been out 
of the question in practically every place 
[ have fished; either on account of the 
depth or poor visibility. Because of the 
extensive professional spear-fishing I 
have done mostly over rocky and coral 
bottoms, I have found steel rope prefer- 
able and more reliable than nylon; con- 
sequently, if I were to meet an excep- 
tionally large fish in water deeper than 
my length of cable. | would have to be 
one hundred per cent certain of killing 
the fish or 1 would assuredly lose harpoon 
and gun. As a professional. making a 
daily living with my gun, this was a risk 
I could not afford to take. 

Similarly, it was impractical to go out 
with a float. or some such equipment 
specialized for big stuff. on the off chance 
| would encounter a suitable fish, when 
it was so much less trouble and more 
profitable to take a number of average 
fishes instead. 

Encountering colossal fishes in shallow 
water with a nice smooth floor is some- 
thing I have only dreamt about. If a man 
can shoot a fifty pound caranx (Ulua) 
in 50 ft. of water and fight him with 
twenty-eight feet of cable or less. or shoot 
a fifty pound manta at a depth of forty 
feet and bring him to the surface. or catch 
a pompano with a handspear. he is what 
I call a spear-fisherman. 

A man who can do these things, and 
more. is Rodney Jonklaas of Ceylon. Rod- 
ney. at first a mediocre swimmer was a 
late-comer to spear-fishing in Ceylon, but 
through a fanatical love of the sport. he 
developed into a first class spearman and 
skindiver, out-stripping those who had 
begun before him. We have fished to- 
gether often. and though I am by habit 
a lone hunter, I would rather have his 
company in the sea than that of anyone 
else I know. 

In ten years of skin-diving, profes- 
sional spear-fishing and dress-diving, 
I have encountered innumerable sharks 
of various species, and one thing I have 
learned about them is, never take them 
for granted. They are one of the sea’s 
greatest dangers. because they are more 
a potential rather than an actual danger 
to a diver, which leads to a disregard for 
them that can be fatal. I have been dis- 
missed contemptuously by such famed 
killers as the blue shark, only to have an 
insignificant white fin make an all out 
attack on me for the sake of my catch. 
All I can say about sharks is, watch them 








always, and never let them get the initia- 
tive in an attack if you can help it. 

Sharks have featured prominently in 
some of the worst moments I have exper- 
ienced in the sea. One of the stickiest 
situations I have been in, was when I was 
surrounded and attacked by three twelve 
foot pelagic white-fin sharks while a six 
foot black-fin cruised about in the back- 
ground. That was bad enough, but just to 
make things a little more cozy, a powerful 
current endeavored to sweep me out into 
the abysmal depths of the shipping chan- 
nel leading into Trincomlee Harbor, 
where the largest and most dangerous 
oceanic sharks abound. I abandoned all 
hope of surviving, but nevertheless, kept 
stubbornly “shooting” the sharks off and 
fighting against the current. and by some 
miracle, I made it back. 

Recently while taking underwater pho- 
tographs off Mersing in Malaya, I shot 
a caranx, and tied him to the coral so as 
to obtain a picture of a shark taking him. 
I waited with an aqua-lung on. Two ten- 
foot grey sharks kept the date, one took 
the fish, and the other same for me, 
a wooden pole I had with me disuading 
him just in time. 

For ten years I have speared fish pro- 
fessionally, and dress-dived on quay con- 
struction and salvage work, now I am 
engaged in writing a book about those 
hours spent in another world | under- 
stand so much better than the one I was 
designed for. ™ 








THE HYDROPHONE 


A SHIP OF COLUMBUS SOUGHT. Manufacturer 
and ardent diver and undersea archeologist 
Edwin T. Link of the famed Link Trainer Cor- 
poration which make flight simulators for the air 
services, announced in January that after much 
research into the written records on the matter 
he will take his elaborately equipped undersea 
research vessel, the Sea Diver, into waters off 
Haiti where he believes lies one of the ships used 
by Columbus. There is so much to be said about 
the accomplishments of Mr. Link and the fasci- 
nating details of all the appartaus he has aboard 
his Sea Diver, that perhaps soon | shall devote 
an entire Hydrophone column to it. The whole 
story should amaze you. Watch for it! Just an- 
nounced is that this fabulously equipped vessel 
is also available for charter, between trips. 





Wel sow 
**No, thanks, never use themi"’ 
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TROPHY WINNING 
La Jolla Skinsters. 


Southwest Pacific Meet 


By JIM MERTEN 


Sunday. January 9, the La Jolla Skin- 
sters captured the top spot in the first of 
a series of county-wide, semi-annual 
meets. Scrapping it out with six other 
area clubs. the Skinsters took home the 
trophy with a total club catch of 28 
pounds, 1 ounce. In number two spot 
were the Kelp Kings with 20 pounds, 2 
ounces, and the Bottom Scratchers third 
with 15 pounds, 8 ounces. 

The trophy award competition was 
limited to edible fish of three pounds and 
over (excluding Sharks. rays and eels). 
but a total of 27 merchandise prizes were 
awarded for individual performance in 
all classes. including sharks. lobsters. 
rays and eels. The top individual prize 
went to Connie Limbaugh of the Bottom 
Scratchers for an 11 pound cabazone. 
while the Kelp Kings’ Rich Richardson 
sailed to top honors for rays on the 
wings of a 92-pounder. The feminine 
star of the show was Glenda McLean (Sea 
Dogs) who hit the Womens’ 
jackpot with a 51%-lb. halibut. 

The smooth. well-ordered conduct of 
the meet was a tribute in itself to all of 
the participating clubs, each of which 
handled a particular phase of the ar- 
rangements. Teams not previously men- 


Division 


tioned are the Spearmen (representing 
the Navy UDT contingent of Coronado), 
the Delta Divers. the Sea Dogs and the 
Chula Vista Sea Spooks. 

All clubs were so pleased with the re- 
sults of the co-op effort that a permanent 
association is now being formed within 
the framework of the Southwest Pacific 
Border Assn. of the AAU. 
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Largest Edible Fish — Conrad Lim- 
baugh (11 pound Cabazone), Hal 
Throneson (10 pound, 10 uonce Sheeps- 
head). Sergio Minetto (6-3 Cabazone). 
Bob Cary (5-6 Bass). 


Largest Shark——-Paul Mohr (1114 
pound). 
Largest Ray — Rich Richardson (92 


pounds). R. W. Hutson (56 pounds). 
Bob Stipp (281 pounds). 

Largest Abalone—Bob Luhnow (3 
pounds, 6 ounces). Tom Simpson (3 
pounds, 3 ounces). 

Largest Lobster—Frank Leinhaupel 
(4%) pounds), Dan Stevens (4 pounds). 
Jack James (3 pounds). 
Largest Bass— Paul McNally (5 
pounds, 6 ounces), Jim Stewart (4 
pounds, 8 ounces). 


Largest Eel 


Largest Cabazone — Jim Swarts (5 
pounds). David Chambers. 

Largest Sheepshead—Bill Gove (31% 
pounds), Bob Johnson (2 pounds, 10 
ounces}. 

Charles Niclin (3 
ounces). Jim Riley (2 
pounds, 12 ounces). 

Largest Sculpin— Beau Smith (2 
pounds, 14 ounces). James Woolf (2 
pounds, 4 ounces). 

Women’s Division—Glenda McLean 
(514 pound halibut), Harriet Benson. 

Team Score — La Jolla Skinsters, 28 
pounds, 1 ounce; Kelp Kings, 20 pounds. 
2 ounces; Bottom Scratchers, 15 pounds. 
8 ounces; Spearmen, 10 pounds, 11 
ounces; Convair Delta Divers, 9 pounds. 
1 ounces; Chula Vista Spooks, 8 pounds. 
Sea Dogs. 3 pounds, 12 


Largest Octopus 
pounds, 15 


8 ounces: 
ounces, ** 


Enjoy 
The Convenience Of 
Unlimited Pure Air Supply 





CHARGE YOUR OWN 

SELF-CONTAINED 

AIR BREATHING 
EQUIPMENT 














Own a Cornelius Air Compressor 
—charge your tanks quickly and 
easily any time, anywhere. Eco- 
nomical to own and economical 
to use. Cornelius design features 
are based on experience gained 
by supplying air compressors for 
aircraft use. Rugged, depend- 
able performance is obtained 
with minimum weight. Sold by 
leading dealers and distributors 
everywhere. For free folder 
write today. 


THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562-39th Avenue N. E. 
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PORTABLE HIGH PRESSURE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 
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Premier of 


DERWATER™ 





RICOU BROWNING, 
Gill-Man in the picture 
**Creature from the 
Black Lagoon"’ assists 
Jayne Mansfield with 
her breathing oappara- 
tus. Photo courtesy Flori- 
da's Silver Springs. 


LAMAR BOREN, camera- 
mon for the picture 
*‘Underwater,"’ assist- 
ing screen star Jane 
Russell into Florida's 
Silver Springs for the 
premier of *“*Under- 
woater.'’' Photo courtesy 
Florida's Silver Springs. 


In and Around 
San Diego 


By JIM MERTEN 


The only La Jolla Skinster comment 
on the A.A.L. sanctioned skin dive Jan- 
uary 9 was. “It looks like the best club 
won. Other comments overheard at the 
San Diego County Underwater Spearfish- 
ing Meet at the La Jolla Beach and 
Tennis Club were Col. Throneson, of 
the Kelp Kings. apologizing for the 
pair of 10 pound Sheepshead he brought 
in with. “All the big ones were too 
scarey —Connie Limbaugh. of the Bot- 
tom Scratchers. showing off his new 
skin diver watch and exclaiming, “It’s 
just what I’ve always wanted” — Rich 
Richards, of the Kelp Kings, saying, “I 
didn't see any big rays around so just 
brought in this 92-pound Manta.” 

Top recognition should go to Paul 
McNally, of the U.D.T. Spearmen. for his 
nice 5 pound 6 ounce Bass, to Tom Simp- 
son. of the Delta Divers. for his prize- 
winning abalone. to Jack James for his 
three foot Moray Eel. and to Glenda Mc- 
Lean and Harriet Benson who placed first 
and second in the Women’s Division by 
bringing in plenty of choice seafood. 

Much applause goes to the following 
for making our dive a success: Andy 
Rechnitzer. Scripps’ ichthyologist, for 
settling all disputes over fish identifica- 
tion: Ralph Davis. announcer of the day. 
for entertaining the crowd so superbly; 
the three gray whales who worked among 
the divers through the entire contest and 
the sea lion who tried to take Sergio 
Mainetto’s catch from him: Jim Auxier 
of the Skin Diver Magazine for being 
head photographer: Channel 8 pho- 
tographers for giving such nice coverage 
on TV Monday night: the San Diego 
Tribune for front page billing: Mayor 
John Butler. one of our most ardent 
skindivers for awarding the spectacular 
three foot A.A.U. trophy to the winning 
team: the Convair Recreation Associa- 
tion for printing the official program; 
Mr. Vlinn and Mr. Anderson, A.A.U. of- 
ficials, for their friendly cooperation and 
indispensable assistance in getting the 
San Diego life guard patrol boats on the 
scene: the 5,000 people who proved to be 
such interested spectators; and the 63 
divers who showed the real meaning of 
true sportsmanship—and them’s the best 
kind! 

Skin divers in the San Diego County 
area may call Jim Merten. HUdson 8- 
6876 to give local news for this new col- 
umn. Yours truly is also official area rep- 
resentative for the Skin Diver Maga- 
7 Ne. » 
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Yan s Very 
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LEFT TO RIGHT, Al Her- 
man, Langley Smith, 
Emil Rheinhardt and 
Bob Keagle. In water, 
Fred Mase and Al Tiam. 
They wore two pair of 
wool socks, two pair 
wool full union suits, 
wool helmet and wool 
gloves covered by sur- 
geon-thin rubber gloves 
and sealed at the cuff 
against water leakage 
with a snap tubing cut 
from inner tube of 
motorcycle tire. 


UNDER ICE FLASH 

PHOTO of Al Tlam, Ex- 

celsior, Minn., at depth 

of 35 feet, using DivAir 

and wearing gum rub- 
ber gloves. 


California... —=—> 


KING NEPTUNE’S KNIGHTS 
By FRANK HALL 
I picked up the telephone. “Frank Hall 


speaking.” 

“Frank, this is Jim Archer.” = 

“Yeah, Jim, what do ya know? Don’t 
tell me it’s dues paying time again?” he 

“No, Frank, you're paid up till April. % 3 
Somthing else on my mind, this time. a 
We've got a 54’ boat chartered for a trip 
to Catalina this week-end. Want to go” 

Silly question! Did I want to go! Who 
wouldn’t? 

That’s the way our KNK club outin zs 
get started, and there always seems to »e 
something going on. Do you live in the 
Los Angeles area? Want to join u:? 
First, you have to be an employee of 
North American Aviation, Inc. Second, 
you have to attend meetings, usually the 
last Friday night of each month at the 
NAA Recreation Hall. Third, you have 
to pay dues, all of 25c per month. Sold? 
Then you'd better hurry because meii- 
bership is going to be limited soon. New N 

Oh, the trip to Catalina? Did we have § the Garr 
fun? Well... you see, I didn’t get to go, BNorthill ¢ 
My wife had a date with a stork. But Bes «ir st 
those who went came back with tales | §P* air : 
wouldn’t believe if they didn’t have pic- §¥4°™'"& 












tures to prove them. Here is Jim Archer, 9 *T’* 4!" 

our President, and over there is Ray The Nort 

Kendall, our Secretary-Treasurer. They §"° ™'™" 

were there. -. C 
“Say. Jim, how was the trip to Cata- etd 

lina?” sion cont) 
“Great!” pressuriz. 
“Oh. Thanks, Jim. Ray, did you guys § by the Ne 

get anything?” Los Ange 
“Yep!” 





Now you know as much about the trip 
as I do. The next outing is in February. 
No definite date set, yet. But, believe me, 
if for curiosity’s sake alone, I'll be there. 





Will you? >= To: 
the So 
the Ar 

THE HYDROPHONE ; Fro 
Treast 

HOW STRONG IS A GROUPER? In an interview = 

before the press recently, Mr. Christopher Coates, Sub 

Chief Aquarist of the new $10-million Coney the Bo 

Island Aquarium revealed the many problems ern Pz 

of acquiring and keeping the various finny teur.A 

citizens under his care. He said that if you don't 

know how to get a canvas stretcher under a 500- The 

pound grouper while you're in a tank with him, of Mar 

the damage can be mutual. Then adding this Aesoe! 

eye-opener: “‘A grouper’s tail will bend a three- er 9 

inch pipe if used in anger.” If some species are Union 

not hand-fed in a fortnight they will die. Some Dat 
are so temperature-sensitive that a difference of : 

only 4 degrees will kill them. Octopi and others Tim 
easily get motion-sick when transported. Some Plac 


get so panicky when first introduced to tank City B 
captivity that they will ram their heads against “ty 

the glass sides of a tank repeatedly. Others, on Grand 
the contrary, don't mind a thing like the Africon Avenu 


lung fish which lives in mud and “‘hastn’t been Street 
fed in five years,”’ though still alive. The Aqua- F , 
rium will formally open in 1956. a 
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New Northill “Air Lung,” developed by 
the Garrett Corporation’s subsidiary, the 
Northill Co. Safety feature: when the div- 
er’s sir supply drop to approximately 300 
psi, air shuts off completely as positive 
warning signal. Diver then activates re- 
serve air valve to release remaining air. 
The Northill “Air Lung” requires little or 
no maintenance and no calibration is nec- 
essary. Can be taken apart or put together 
with a screwdriver. Developed as a result 
of Garrett Corp.’s experience with preci- 
sion control valves and units developed for 
pressurization of aircraft. Manufactured 
by the Northill Co., 9851 Sepulveda Blvd., 
Los Angeles 45, Calif. 











A AU MEETING 


To: Members and Delegates of 
the Southern Pacific Association of 
the Amateur Athletic Union. 

From: Larry Houston, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

Subject: February Meeting of 
the Board of Managers of the South- 
ern Pacific Association of the Ama- 
teur Athletic Union. 

The March meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the Southern Pacific 
Association of the Amateur Athletic 
Union will be held: 

Date: Monday, March 7, 1955. 

Time: 6:30 p.m.—Dinner $1.75. 

Place: Cafeteria — Los Angeles 
City Board ef Education, 450 North 
Grand Avenue (entrance on Grand 
Avenue between Sunset and Temple 
Street). 











Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal —- $1.00 minimum or 4c per 
word. Commercial—10c per word. Payment musr 
accompany copy before deadline date, 10th of 
month. 








“ANYONE FOR ADVENTURE'’—Airplane pilot 
and author Max Jones will fly your skin diving 
party to La Paz, Acapulco or the Florida Keys. 
Finest equipment. Reasonable rates. For informa- 
tion write me at 1085 Peach Pl., Concord, Calif. 
2 SURPLUS CORNELIUS COMPRESSORS. Each $100. 
These high pressure three stage compressors are 
rebuilt and have a drive pulley mounted on the 
shaft, but have no power or oil air filtering sys- 
tem. R. T. Keagle, Rt. 2, Box 170, Hopkins, Minn. 


16 M.M. BELL & HOWELL magazine load camera, 
leather case and underwater brass camera case. 
This pressureized case is good for 100 to 200 
foot depth. Price is $100. Send for photos. R. T. 
Keagle, Rt. 2, Box 170, Hopkins, Minn. 





INTERESTED in surfriding and paddleboards? Buy 
PADDLEBOARD MANUAL— Send one dollar to 
Irene L. Pohl, Surf City, New Jersey. 





THE FAMOUS Italian Super Tum CO» Guns. The 
guns which exploits the jet principles. Retail value 
$97.50, sale price $49.50. Send money orders or 
payment to ‘“‘Spearguns’’ P. O. Box 1926, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. No C.O.D. 





COMPLETE parts kit to rebuild your surplus Cor- 
nelius compressor into a usable pump for charging 
self contained air breathing equipment. Write for 
price list of kit or complete ready to use unit, 
using your compressor or mine. 





SAN FRANCISCO AREA DIVERS— Minor and major 
suit repairs. Tailored dry suits—$35.00. Instruc- 
tion and patterns on all type dry suits—Front- 
back entry— 2 piece—shorty—Two years ex- 
perience with largest suit manufacturer.—Lee 
Newman, 1452 El Camino, Burlingame, Calif. 
DI 2-0919. 


FOR SALE—2 105 cu. ft. air tanks, $30 ea. 
Italian spring gun $8, 22 hp. Johnson with short 
& long shafts ideal for Guaymas long boats 
$140. ARiz. 7-3866, 532 Kelton, L.A. 24. 








SEE MY ad on page 554 in the new Miami phone 
directory & you will know why | must get your 
head underwater in order to get my head above 
.. . The Florida Frogman. 





REGULATOR’S overhauled, cleaned & serviced 
within 48 hours, $7.50 plus parts. The Florida 
Frogman. 


GENUINE imported Cressi ‘‘Perla’’ masks reduced 
from $4.95 to $3.95. Postage prepaid. The 
Florida Frogman. 








THE Florida Frogman, at the BIG Parrott Jungle 
sign in full color, 3 miles south of the U. of M. 
& 2 miles south of South Miami on U.S. 1 in 
Kendall, Florida. 


HIGH PRESSURE CYLINDERS. Ideal for CO2 gun, 
self-contained rig, pressurizing camera housing, 
etc. 8 cubic feet, 1980 PSI, ICC approved, com- 
plete with valve. Surplus, unused, sealed cartons. 
Limited amount, going fast at $9.95, or $18.50 
pair, prepaid. Diving Unlimited, 12811 Sacra- 
mento, Blue Island, Ill. 








BUILD your own inexpensive skin-diver's sub- 
marine. Diver rides outside. Uses car batteries for 
power. Ideal for exploring, photography and 


sport. Every club should make one. Complete 
simplified plans and instructions $5.00. Monroe, 
Box 365, Bellflower, Calif. 


RUBBER SUITS wanted and other. rubber goods. 
Also those interested in rubber and capable of 
making things with rubber. Please write Steve S. 
Pardaks, P. O. Box 231, Newark 1, N. J. 





SEAL SUIT, full length, large size neck entry. Has 
been used three times, $25.00. H. S. Early, 2039 
Miller Ave. Ann Arbor, Mich. 





DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Why pay ex- 
orbitant prices and put up with inconvenience 
dealing with Welding Gas Concerns who do not 
want your business. Make up your own high pres- 
sure air unit for filling diving cylinders to over 
2000 P.S.I. Ingersol-Rand, 3-stage compressors 
complete with all controls and auxiliaries ready 
to use $295.00 each F.O.B. Some bargains as 
low as $150.00 each. Write for details. These 
compressors originally cost the Government nearly 
$2000.00 each. Complete instructions and filter 
plans furnished that enable anyone to set up and 
use. Thomas J. Doolin, Box 181, Key West, 
Florida, or Box 211, Pryor, Oklahoma. 





THE HYDROPHONE 


NEW DIVING BOOKS. After enjoying a terrific 
success as a big, $4.00 edition, Captain Cous- 
teau’s classic The Silent World is now available 
as a 35-cent pocket book, complete with color 
photos. Publisher: Pocket Books, Inc., New York 
City . .. Try also North to Danger by Virgil Bur- 
ford. Price $3.50. All about diving and other 
adventure in Alaska. Publisher: The John Day 
Company, New York City . . . The Pearl Seekers 
by Norman Bartlett may shock you when you read 
about pearl pirates and diver-slavers of days 
gone by from the Indian Ocean to the Coral Sea. 
Native divers captured to dive for cruel diving 
masters for no more than a few cupfuls of rice 
per day, plus many other never before told tales 
about far-off places. The author is very expert at 
his subject, bringing past into focus and com- 
paring it with present pearl-shell diving condi- 
tions. Price: $5.00. Publisher: Coward-McCann. 
This publisher also has: Frogmen, a book for 
juvenile readers, with illustrations. The latter is 
about our Navy's U.D.T. 


DIVERS AID FORT RESTORATION. Aqua-Lung diver 
Pastor Carleton Dunn was identified in recent 
magazine publicity as an underwater archeologist 
who helps in a part-time effort to recover valuable 
articles that are helping restore Fort William 
Henry at Lake George, New York. Diving opera- 
tions continued as late as November, 1954. It's 
part of an energetic restoration campaign 
headed by Mr. Harold G. Veeder. Much lung 
diving took place last summer on the project. 


FOR THE KIDDIES. Three plastic frogmen are of- 
fered to little ones by the Kellogg people on a 
box of breakfast food for the well known box-top 
plus a coin. Each is a colorful statuette some 5 
inches high. One is a “Torch Man" holding an 
underwater cutting torch. Another holds a “‘time- 
fuse bomb,” while a third holds a drawn knife 
ond is called an “Obstacles Scout.”” Each toy has 
a “hydraulic power booster” holding a propel- 
lant charge that drives it like an Aqua-Ped. 





Annual Shark’s Dinner 


The SHARK’S FOURTH ANNUAL 
LOBSTER AND ABALONE DIN. 
NER is to be held at the Hollywood 
Riviera Country Club, Redondo 
Beach, California—Sunday, March 
27—Dinner will be served from 6 
to 8 p.m., followed by an UNDER- 
WATER COLOR TRAVELOGUE by 
Homer Lockwood. Dancing and fun 
for all. Price $2.00 each. For 
TICKETS please contact: Kathy 
Conley, 310E Hyde Park Blvd., 
Inglewood, Calif, Phone OR 1-7363. 
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California... 


GOLDEN GATE 
AQUAKNIGHTS 


By JIM POL 
Well, those three mermaids, Murky, 
Windy, and Wavy haven't slowed us 
down any this winter. Though our jaws 
ache from gritting our teeth. 
Our New Years party went over with 
a bang and everyone enjoyed themselves 
immensely. The most exciting thing since 
Ed Galindo found he didn’t have a re- 
serve at 110 feet. No one in our club had 
ever seen a shark while diving in Monte- 
rey Bay. A couple of weekends ago I was 
looking for an old “ab” bed that mysteri- 
ously disappeared, when I found a small 
bunch of kelp that seemed familiar. I 
dived and swam down one side of a group 
of stalks circling around them at 35 feet 
in search of a rock I expected to find on 
the opposite side. As I completed the 
turn, I saw under me 8-feet of pure shark! 
Since I haven’t heard of anyone attack- 
ing a shark with an “ab” iron, I left 
quietly and gently in a swirl of foam. 
There are those who claim I was still 
swiming at 25-feet above the surface. 
Those people wishing to correspond 
with us can do so by writing Harry Stone- 
lake, 738 Folkstone. San Mateo, Calif. = 


New Jersey ... 


DIVING JETS 
By ART NELSON 

The Diving Jets have embarked upon 
a drive for new members, with some suc- 
cess. Our enrollment now stands at 
twenty-five with four applicants waiting 
to be considered for membership at the 
next meeting. Posters prepared by Ted 
Collen have aided those of us at the 
Kearfott Co.. Inc. of Little Falls. N. J. to 
increase our membership. 

Jay Bartels, Bill Chadwick. and John 
Miller have made several weekend trips 
to Montauk. Long Island trying the cold 
water. They report that the uncovered 
portion of the face can be protected by 
applying vaseline to the exposed area. 
They also report that gloves are a neces- 
sity. 

The Diving Jets held a Christmas 
meeting-party at our home on December 
15th. The Smorgasbord dinner prepared 
by Elinore is something not soon for- 
cotten! 

We joined forces with Phil Scola of the 
Aquadunkers and Mike Cocharo of the 
Atlantic Coast Marine Explorers, on De- 
cember 29th, to present to the members 
and guests of the three clubs four reels 
of colored underwater movies. The films 
were made by the Alfa Photo Corp. of 
New York City and personally narrated 
by Mr. Cherney. * 
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POLY DIVERS 
By STEW KIPP 

This report will introduce the Poly 
Divers to other members of the skin div- 
ing fraternity. We call the Calif. State 
Polytechnic College (Cal Poly) our 
home. Here in San Luis Obispo, we have 
a long stretch of the Calif. coastline 
within easy striking distance. Morro Bay 
is probably the most familiar of our local 
fishing spots, and certainly it is the best. 
Since we have been diving Morro Bay 
several times a week for the last two vears 
we might set ourselves up as experts on 
this particular skin diving area. We will 
be glad to answer any inquiries, about the 
fishing in this area. Please address all 
inquiries to Stew Kipp, 75 Vetville, San 
Luis Obispo. 

Our club has been formally disorgan- 
ized for about two years. but in the be- 
gining we had so much to learn that we 
didn’t even feel qualified to communicate 
with the rest of you. Now that we have 
progressed, we are flexing our muscles 
and even contemplating entering a team 
in the central Calif. meet next summer. 

| referred to our club as disorganized. 
because we have no elected officers and no 
dues. Our group is open to anyone who 
is interested enough to dive in these cold 
waters all year round. = 


Washington ... 


JUAN DE FUCA SEA LIONS 
By RICHARD OWENS, JR. 

We have the distinction of being the 
most northwesterly group of divers on 
the continent. Here in Port Angeles. 
Wash. on the Strait of Juan de Fuca. we 
are only sixty miles from Cape Flattery 
and at the gateway to some choice diving 
here on the straits and around the cape 
to the Pacific Ocean. Also, Lake Crescent 
in the Olympic National Park sports a 
300 ft. verticle cliff that makes for spec- 
tacular diving with its clear blue water. 
despite the absence of marine life. This 
territory has never seen a spear gun in 
its waters and we’re in the process of 
trying it all. 

There are six of us at the present with 
complete outfits but we will double that 
by spring. 

Large cod (to 50 Ib.). octopus and 
black sea bass are abundant here in the 
straits and the rocky formation of the 
coastline with sheltered coves and bays 
make for wonderful diving and fishing. 
We’re looking forward to entertaining 
many of our “down sound” cohorts this 
coming season who are looking for clear 
water and big fish. 

Since we are just getting organized up 
here we would certainly appreciate any 
correspondence. especially from neigh- 
boring clubs. Address to the above at 


932 W. 4th St.. Port Angeles. Wash. = 





La Jolla Skinsters om 
Start New Trend 
By JIM MERTEN 
Ai the Feb. meeting a motion by Jin Greet 


Merten was seconded and passed unana. & Fin C 


mously which resulted in the club join. ae 
ing the San Diego County Federated nity 
Sportsman Council. Reg Richardson ind td 
Dan Stevens were elected as delegates to Me ihe 
the Federation. The advantages to Ski sas 
Diving Clubs was very convincingly ex: ad wes 
~ > . 1 ‘eu é 

plained by Pres. Eugene Conway ind§g. ¢ 
3 oes . & 1) cp okip Sp 
Vice Pres. George Parker of the S.1).C dell. C 
S.F.C. Some of the benefits will be: goodff ~ 
. : . : : Cooper. 
public relations, trading of pertinent in Gilbert 
formation, economical. respected. strong 2 tf 
Geo. Gi 


representation at the State Legislature byf 7". 
the Calif. Wildlife Federation of which 
the Council is a member. Any Skin [iv I um | 
ing Club in Calif. who is not at present 4 mak a 
member of the Calif. Council of Ski William 
Divers can join a Federation Counci’ ingon s;eak 
their area. This action should prevent & We w 
Florida situation occurring in Calif. *¥ing new 
— Mocini, 
Benny 
bers of t 
PUGET SOUND...) 7 

MUDSHARKSS sau: atuc 

By JACK MEYER Skip S 

The January meeting of the Mudsharkg 
witnessed the annual election of officer 
and the annual presentation of trophies 
The Mudsharks’ election of officers pro 
duced excellent results, putting some of 
the top spearfishermen in the club into 
elective office. The newly elected officers 
are. President, Gary Keffler; Vice Presi 
dent. Bill Williams; Secretary, Fran 
Skidmore: and Activities Chairman. Jack 
Meyers. The newly elected secretary, 
Fran Skidmore. alias Squidmore, is show. 
ing ability to be a great asset to the club 
not only as the secretary but as a spear 
fisherman as well. Squidmore brought 
many new lucrative ideas out of the deep 
which will be of benefit in the Mudshark 
meetings, safety programs and spearfish 
ing meets. 

Dave LeClerq of Puget Sound Dive 
presented two beautiful spearfishing tro 
phies to Gary Keffler and Fran Skidmor 
His honorary exalted leader. Gary Keff 
ler. was awarded the trophy for th@ The new | 
largest edible fish. a 45-lb. ling cod hf _~ Lo 

= e he ae ‘ low thigh 
bagged while skindiving. Fran Skidmord o,.,.. a 
was awarded the trophy for the large fort and + 
fish which is a 115-lb. skate. Both of thes Moroon, 8 
club trophy holders have seen fish sincg '""’ 9r9¢ 
receiving their trophies that will easilf ( 
exceed the weight of the fish that took thi 
1954 club trophies. These boys are out t 
cinch the 1955 club trophies, so the 
think. The rest of the Mudsharks will b 
in there slinging speargun shafts hopin 
to pick up a large fish that will quali 
them for the next club trophy. ™ 


Washington... 
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ILLINOIS MASK 
AND FIN CLUB 


By GEO. SATNESS 


Greetings again from the Illinois Mask 
& Fin Club, which has had the privilege 
of using the fine pool at Loyola Uni- 
versity, thanks to the cooperation of the 
swimming coach. Mr. Donald Chalmers. 
At the last get together, the following 
divers worked out problems and _prac- 
ticed various procedures: Mike Whelan. 
Ski; Spanezak, Harry Van Us, Jim Gar- 
dell:. Geo. Satness. Jim Allen, Chuck 
Cooper. John Hirst. Wm. McMahon. Jim 
Gilbert. Marvin Lichte, Don Chalmers. 
Geo. Gilsdorf. Dr. Tworoger, Ben Mo- 
cini 

| um going to take this opportunity to 
mak’ a correction, this time I will spell 
William McMahon’s name right. (are we 
on speaking terms again? ). 

We welcome into the club the follow- 
ing new members: Dr. Tworoger. Ben 
Mocini. Marvin Lichte & Geo. Casner. 
Benny Mocini and I were charter mem- 
bers of the now defunct “Aquaventurers 
Clu.” This summer he was called “The 
Sauvatuck Kid.” 

Sj 
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ip Spanezak has his own vest pocket 


SKINDIVER SWIMWEAR 
FOR THE FROGMAN 


















The new LOW LOOK . .. In pic and pic faille 
lastex. Low waist for maximum freedom— 
low thigh for full coverage. Built-in supporter. 
Order your SKINDIVER today for all day com- 
fort and trim appearance. Red, Royal, Maize, 
Maroon, Black, or White in sizes Small, Med 
ium, Large. 


cay $3 95 PPD. 


Alsol Send 25c coin for PARR photo catalog of 
distinctive SKINDIVER SWIMWEAR (refund 
with purchase.) 
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PARR OF ARIZONA 


BOX 294 PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


size testing tank, the bathtub. Testing out 
the insulating qualities of various things, 
he asked. “What's colder than cold tap 


water?” >= 


Texas . + 


LONE STAR DOLPHINS 
By BOB SPRINGER 


With the advent of warm weather 
again all the talk is about going to the 
Coast. Let’s just hope the water stays 
calm and clear for the majority of the 
season. and that the fishing is good. 

Incidentally, don’t forget to register 
your fish. By all means be sure your 
team gets credit because the competition 
is going to be pretty keen. The team of 
Huntly. Hamilton. McElvy and Springer 
hereby issue an open challenge to all con- 
cerned that we are shooting for that 
trophy. 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! All associate and/ 
or regular members who have been trans- 
fered from this area are requested to 
drop a card with their present address 
to “The Lone Star Dolphins.” 3590 W. 
Woodlawn. San Antonio. Texas. This is 
in order to keep the record straight, and 
also to keep all members informed of all 
the club’s activities. >= 





EXHIBIT 


The Los Angeles County Museum is plan- 
ning an exhibit on the history of skin diving 
and would appreciate the loan of home- 
made equipment or any other material 
pertinent to the sport. Credit will be given 
in the exhibit and all material will be 
called for and delivered at the close of the 
show. Please contact me at the 

Los Angeles County Museum 
Mr. Russell Belous 
Exposition Park 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


SAFETY CLASS 


Due to the interest shown by the public, 
the Alhambra Y.M.C.A. started a ten 
week class on underwater safety and 
spearfishing. The class meets on Wednes- 
days between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m. The 
first group was successfully graduated 
on January 19. 











The class is conducted for anyone in- 
terested and includes all phases of div- 
ing, both with and without the breathing 
units, 

The “professors” are three members 
of the Alhambra Aqua-Knights who, like 
the Alhambra Y.M.C.A., are sincerely 
glad and gratefully recognize the fact 
that other Y.M.C.A.’s are concerned 
about the safety of the divers in their 
areas. °* 








DON’T FORGET THAT 
IN “THE SILENT WORLD” 
COUSTEAU and DUMAS 





Entirely made in 
pure foam rubber, 
fitting tightly 
over bust and 
pelvis 














SPECIAL FRONT 
FASTENER giving 
a perfect adjust- 
ment without any 
fold that may be- 
come uncomfort- 
able when pres- 
sure increases 








The most practical 
suit. The most 
agreeable to 
wear 














WEAR THE FAMOUS..... 





® As you order, send a $29.95 check 


® State your chest measurement (when at rest) 








SPARE HOOD 
with adjustable 
chin-strap 














j BOTTOM PAREO 

passing between 

the legs to protect 
loins and 
abdomen 














Ss 


complete 








Freight collected 
France Cycles Inc. 


38 Pearl Street 
New York 
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Texas... 


HOUSTON FROGMEN 


By ROBT. L. GOODMAN 


Active diving on the Gulf Coast of 
Texas has virtually ceased since Novem- 
ber. The few winter divers have reported 
much clearer water and good hunting, 
primarily redfish, around the jettys. 
Doubtless next winter will see much more 
activity. 

The best news locally has been the 
successful converison of several surplus 
Cornelius Compressors (32R200) to 
V-belt 110 Volt A. C. motor operation. 

The Houston Frogmen are planning to 
inaugurate the summer season with a 
series of classes in safety and use of equip- 
ment. They are scheduled for the first 
week of March at the Rice Institute swim- 
ming pool, under the direction of Les 
Oldfield. We anticipate an enrollment of 
eighty and feel this will assist beginners 
in becoming acquainted with equipment 
and allow the more experienced a little 
practice before going back into the ocean. 


Vancouver, B. C.... 


VANCOUVER SKIN DIVERS 
“Oysters, Octopus, and 20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea” 

By JIM WILLIS 

With the coming of the new year the 
club has gotten off to a good start. Cam 
Portiuos once again has come up with 
the club’s first octopus of the year. This 
time though Cam was using a snorkle 
instead of the lung like the first time. The 
club has tried something new in the way 
of diving this year, that is diving after 
oysters, but without any luck. The idea 
was put to us by Murray Ross who is a 
friend of the club’s president Pat Ma- 
loney, who by the way caught the first 
fish of the year, it being an 18-lb. Ling 
Cod. One of the club’s big things this 
year is the display of diving pictures and 
a showcard at the Capitol theater where 
the movie “20 Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea.” is being shown in the next few 
weeks. The purpose of this display is to 
get more members for the club so that we 
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RUBBER SUITS 
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AQUA-LUNG SALES - SERVICE - REFILLS 
& INSTRUCTION 
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Balsa & Fibreglas Surfboards 
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‘Home of the La Jolla Skinsters”’ 
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HUTT 





The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


gubscription Blank 








$3.00 — 1 Year 


$5.00 — 2 Years 


$4.00 — Foreign (1 Year) 





NAME 


(NEW) (RENEWAL) 











CITY. 


STATE 








CLUB OR ASSOCIATION 











26—MARCH—SKIN DIVER 





A sas : ati 
PAT MAHONEY, Vancouver Skin Divers, holding 
21-lb. Ling Cod. 








can get together with the clubs in th 
Washington area for the Pacific Coas 
Spearfishing Championship. When hi 
finally comes about it will be the big es 
thing in skin diving up here. In the ne 
few weeks the club is planning a trip u 
the coast for a change of fishing grounds 
One of the club’s younger member, Phi 
Nuytten, is the most enthusiastic mem 
ber I have ever seen, as he has gone spear. 
fishing without the aid of a rubber suit. 





Suit Yourself 
Rubber Suit Kits 


CONTAIN: PRE-CUT RUBBER, CEMENT, 
SEAM ROLLER, PATCHES AND SIMPLE IN- 
STRUCTIONS. COMPLETE WITH CONNECT- 
ING RING & HOOD. EASILY ASSEMBLED 
IN 3-5 HOURS. SUIT CAN BE USED EITHER 
WET OR DRY. 

SIZES S-M-L-XLG 


Full Suit... . .19.95 
Shorty ......13.95 


Write For Our Illustrated Brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 


BOX 3449, LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 
TIME TESTED PREFERRED 
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“Where More Skin Divers 
Gather Than Anywhere Else 
In Chicagoland” 


CHICAGO OXYGEN 


1641 W. IRVING PARK RD. 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 
WEllington 5-1760 
Use Our Lay-A-Way Plan 


We sell diving units, cold water suits, 
masks, fins, spearguns, etc. If we don't 
have what you want, we'll get it for you. 


Mail Orders Welcome 


Water Pumped Air Available 
Home of the ‘Chicago Sub-Mariners” 
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Illinois... 


CHICAGO AQUA 
VENTURES 


By DON STANLEY 







The Aqua Ventures is a relatively new- 
ly formed group, which started last 
March. Since then we have had some ex- 
citing outings. The club consists of 15 
members: Hank Banaski, our enthusias- 
tic president; Raymond Marcus, our hard 
working secretary; and Robert Hill, our 
accurate treasurer. On Jan. 30. a cold 17 

* “SB abo\« zero, we decided to try Lake Mich- 

igan for a short dive. The visibility was 
abou: 4 inches, water temperature about 
30 degrees and light very poor. It was 
quite a sensation to swim in water with 
» Abpiec: - of ice floating about. When we 
{ <fwashed our face masks out the water 
ng woul:| actually freeze before we could re- 
place them. We solved the trouble of our 
hand- becoming cold by inserting plastic 
n th@fring- under our sleeves, bringing the 
Coasftops of rubber gloves over them and 
1 thigfastening them with surgical tubing. 
io red Ejizht of our members have just com- 
> yexfaplete( their senior life saving course and 
ip uggare now instructing the remainder of our 
yundsiiclub in its benefits. 
. Phil We are fortunate to have many beau- 
mem@tiful indoor pools in and around our city 
speargwhere we are keeping in shape for the 
ult. ‘oming season. 

Two of the members in our group are 
now taking up underwater photography 
and they are very pleased at the 50 and 

foot visibility in these pools. 

ENT, # Our club at the present time owns a 

IN- 920-man rubber life raft and a 16-h.p. 

motor which gets us about adequately. 

HER We are now working on a compressor 
hich we recently purchased and are 
rogressing wonderfully. 

) We are looking forward to this coming 









ummer when our club is planning a trip 
o Florida. 

re If there are any prospective members 
ho would like to join our group please 
ontact Ray Marcus at Pro. 6-6785. 





California... 


THE EBBTIDERS 


By HAROLD GUSTAFSON 


May we introduce ourselves, we’re the 
“Ebbtiders,” of San Gabriel Valley. Our 
club is newly formed, but most of our 
members have been diving for many 
years. The membership, at present, con- 
sists of ten active members, a compari- 
tively small group, but nonetheless active. 
As the club members are mostly married, 
the wives take an avid interest in the 
meetings and actual diving, but they are 
not voting members, that is left strictly to 
the men. 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to request of other clubs any information 
concerning where to find speakers and/or 
films on any and all phases of skin diving, 
preferably without charge, as our club 
has only been organized since Sept. 24, 
1954, and our treasury shows it. 

Our usual point of debarcation is 
Laguna Beach, and you can usually find 
us there on Sunday, some of the more 
stalwart members make it down during 
the week, too. On one of our recent trips 
to Laguna on Sunday, with lunches 
packed, all the small fry deposited in the 
back seats of the cars. and the precious 
spearfishing gear in the trunks, we set 
off, eager as usual. The main quarry was 
the ever elusive lobster, but what to the 
wondering eyes should appear but Sheeps- 
head, and the biggest babies we’d ever 
seen in these waters for many a moon. 
Harold Gustafson, our publicity chair- 
man, and Don Gottschalk were diving in 
their usual haunts, looking for lobster, 
when Gustafson motioned Gottschalk to 
come over. Don came half way and saw 
what Harold had seen. And that was a 
huge sheepshead, at least it looked huge 
underwater. Don let go with his “arba- 
lete.”” and got one of the biggest, 28-lbs. 
One thing that bothered them. though, 
was the fact that the fish had put up no 
fight. Later. while readying the fish for 
human consumption, we found out why. 





DON GOTTSCHALK of the Ebbtiders and Sheepshead, 
28 Ibs. 36 inches long. Speared off Divers Cove, La- 
guna Beach, Calif. 


Big One is speared. Speaking of our 
meetings, they are held every fourth Fri- 
day at various restaurants in the San Ga- 
briel Valley. We'd like to extend an invita- 
tion to you all to join us, interested parties 
may find out where our current meetings 
are being held by calling ATlantic 4-0529 
or EDgewood 7-4542. = 


H U T il SKIN DIVING CO. 


THE LATEST EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE SKIN DIVER 


Dive on Time — Time Payments 





Delfino Snorkel 
Sampson Guns 


Rondine Fins 
DivAir Lung 


Sampson Camera Cases Pinocchio Mask 


Come in and join the HUTH 
—1955 Diving Contest 


Phone TH 8-6113 
1707 W. Magnolia, Burbank, California 














—_ Capt. T. A. Hampton Phone 298 














F : : British Underwater Centre, Dartmouth, 
a ie peireesar Gottschalk’s shaft had severed the spine A tunes of Devon, England 
P spe As = apparatus available to members. 
ING-SIZED SEA MARKERS. Did you know that just behind the head. Diving Boats from 18° to 35° Diesel Crulser 
puoys measure from 7 to 38 feet in height, The sheepshead has been the topic of Aquo-Lungs—P. 40 AIR AND OXYGEN 
———Tweigh from 1,095 to 20,616 pounds? An elec- ; ae" : ll tings si To members — P. 37-7-6d RECRARGING 
ically lighted bell b h 72 conversation at all our meetings since 
ically lighte e voy has as many as ° ° MEMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS 
batteries and tips the scales up to 35,000 Ibs. then, and probably will be until the next 
RD. 


$19.95 











yits, 

= See your dealer or order from 
Western Tool and Sales Co. 
Box 743-S, Westminster, Calif. 

rs” 





Magazine Grip $1.75 extra 






COz Cartridge type Gun. The Experts choice. Terrific striking power and maximum 
range combined with easy loading under all conditions, ready for action without 
backbreaking effort. Sets a new standard for underwater performance. %/,” steel 
shaft, tempered detachable head, automatic line release, positive safety. 


WESTERN JET MANTA 


The Finest For Skin Divers 
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“Little Wonder” 


Non-Return Mouthpiece 


$8.95 


All rubber . . lightweight . . one piece con- 
struction. Check valves keep water out of hose. 
Clasps for added safety. 





DIVE-CRAFT INDUSTRIES 
Division of HONUS WAGNER CO. 
813 LIBERTY AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH 22 PENNSYLVANIA 
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DIVERS 


When in Florida and You Want to 
Spear Fish Take Underwater Pic- 
tures or Just Explore Reefs 


See 
Art Pinder and Charlie Andrews 


TRITON SHOP 


731 Fifth St., Miami Beach 
Phone JE 10686 or MU 86109 
Write for free information on weather con- 
ditions, hotel accommodations or plain ole 
fishing information. We carry a complete 
line of spearfishing equipment. 
SALES or RENTAL 














IN HAWAII . 


rs VAL'S 


2401 KALAKAUA, WAIKIKI 














EVERYTHING! 
ohIN TIVING 


UNDERWATER 
SPORTS SHOP 


5914 E. 2nd Street 
Long Beach 3, California 


Phone 907575 


“Financing available—no money down" 


Skin Diving is our Business— 
not our sideline. 
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California... 


KELP-KINGS OF ALHAMBRA 


By AL McCLEAN 


This appears to be the yearly news- 
letter from the Kelp-Kings. We don’t 
have much news to report except plenty 
of diving-time. As for the big fish and 
lobsters we seem to be very conservative 
minded! 

Last year, we made two 3-day weekend 
trips to Baja California, families et al. 
Memorial Day we were five miles south 
of the River Rio Guadalupe. Over Labor 
Day we set up camp five miles south of 
the Rosarito Hotel. Here the water was 
dirty but four divers from Scripps re- 
trieved 18 bugs. The balance of the year 
found us either at Laguna or Catalina, 
plus one trip to Refugio to find the dirt- 
iest water ever seen. It was so dirty we 
had to go to the bottom holding hands. 
This was necessary so the bottom diver 
would know the direction to the surface. 

Our first trophy for the skin diver of 
the year was awarded last month. The 
trophy, we think is quite handsome. The 
figure is a fully equipped skin diver 
lung. weight belt, mask, fins, knife. spear, 
and of course, holding a 50-lb. sea bass. 
The trophy is awarded by a total point 
system. On club-organized trips, catches 
are weighed and measured. At the close 
of the fiscal year each member submits 
his best catch of the year in two classifi- 
cations chosen from lobster. abalone. or 
edible fish. Lobster and fish score twenty 
points per pound. and abalone eight 
points per inch. In addition a vote is cast 
for the diver doing the most for skin 
diving during the year. Two points are 
allocated per 1% of the votes cast. The 
highest grand total wins. 

Three of our members completed the 
Connie Limbaugh lung diving program 
at Long Beach in February of last year. 
In addition seven of our members com- 
pleted the Los Angeles County lifeguard 
training program. 


California... 


MARIN SKIN DIVERS, INC. 


By STAN GOLDSMITH 


The February installation of new of. 
ficers of the Marin Skin Divers was 
sparked by John Wellington and Fred 
Lyon’s description of their recent trip to 
Guaymas, Mexico. The boys used lungs 
to take underwater pictures and docu. 
mented the entire trip in travelog fashion, 
Bill Edwards, star of TV, was welcomed 
into the club and his enthusiasm «nd 
varied experiences underwater are going 
to prove a big asset to us all. We got an: 
other Mermaid—Pat: Moore joined up 
These girls are giving us a bad time, go- 
ing into the water with nothing but bath. 
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ing suits on. They manage to keep theifprank Le 


teeth from chattering, too. But we know 
they are busily constructing foam reo. 
prene suits on the sly. Most of us wouldn't 
put our little toe in the water around her 
without a frogman suit on. 


New officers are Bud Arey, President; 
John Hull, Vice President; Bob Sikora, 
Sec.-Treas.; and Stan Goldsmith, Publir 
Relations. Glad to hear from anyone who 
wants to dive with us in the Ft. Ross area 
Write c/o 1428 4th St.. San Rafael. 


The Jan. 9th outing to Timber Coy 


was favored by fair weather and abouf 


twenty feet visibility. Twenty feet isn’ 
ereat for some regions but from Santi 
Cruz north it’s darn good. Everyone lim 
ited out on abalone. as usual. Dick Hiland 
and John Hull got fish too. Now that we 
are forced to fish more as abalone season 
is closed it surprised ns to find just how 
many fish are really there when we take 
the time to find them. 


Don’t miss the big Marin Rod & Gu 
Club sport Show at the Bermuda Palms 
San Rafael. March 20th. All the lates 
underwater equipment is expected to | 
on display as well as actual demonstra 
tions in the swimming pool. The Maris 
Skin Divers will see you there. 
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Boat Tanks Filled 
Suits and Lungs 


"J C / 
° ° Rented 


DAILY Open Boat — $6.00 per person 
Leaves—7:00 A.M. from 
Pacific Yacht Landing, Wilmington 


RESERVATIONS—Phones: 
Kimball 6892 — TE. 49833 
FRontier 56714 — TE. 22336 
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One Year Subscription—$5.00 


U. S. and Canada welcomed. 





PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


Manuscripts and photographs from the 


American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 
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C California... 
NC. LA JOLLA SKINSTERS 
‘ITE By MIKE CARNAHAN 
The La Jolla area has been a bit less 
V Ob productive this winter. what with a suc- 
Wasi cession of storms, one cold and dreary 
Fred weekend after another. and just a general 
1p tH chortage of bugs and decent-sized fish. 
ungs§ = We have made several trips to the Coro- 
locuff nados, with pretty fair results. mainly in 
hion the lobster dept. The fish out there haven’t 
108 suffered much, not because of any short- 
nd age of same, but because no one has con- 
5010 centrated on them 
t ang = We participated, as a club, in the Jan. 
1 upg Midwinter Skin Div ing Contest. and by 
*> £0@ luck. plus a bit of extra skill on the part 
bith: of |} rank Snodgrass, Sergio Mainetto. 
thei Frank Leinhaupel, and Dan Stevens. man- 
know aged to win the trophy, a beautiful shin- 
'eoBing ‘hing awarded by the A.A.U.. and 
lin’ presented by Mayor Butler. of San Diego. 
| herd’ Most of the contestants who got any- 
thine of a reasonable size. received a 
dentmerhandise prize contributed by our 
korag generous and forward-looking local met 
ubli@gchanis. Sergio added an unexpected note 
» whagto the proceedings. when he won the same 
areaprize he had contributed. (A Mares arbel- 
|. leta he had imported from Italy.) The 
weather was nice for the day. and all in all 
avery successful meet. >= 
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— LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES 
‘lanl By TERRY LEWIS 
"a" In December. the Los Angeles Nep- 


at we ? i 
tunes held their annual elections. and 
eason 


t how 
> take 


the following officers were selected to 
guide activities through what promises 
to be a really bright new year. Our new 
president is Herman Weightman: vice- 
x Guifpresident is George Wheatcroft. Bob 
’alms§Earle will be secretary. and Jim Leach- 
lateman. treasurer. Terry Lewis was _ re- 
to blelected to manage publicity. and as such. 
nstrafis the only member of the executive com- 
Marifmittee not relatively new in our club; 
these new fellows are a serious bunch of 
oes with lots of good nature and plenty 
f worth-while ideas. and command the 
greatest respect from all of us. 

In passing, it should be acknowledged 
hat the greatest of respect and gratitude 
is due to our retiring staff members. 
otably Harry Keever. who did a re- 
arkable job as president, despite an 
nusually heavy schedule. Men like Harry 
Bre the very best kind! 

Speaking of fine times. the club is 
lanning a dance whingding, tentatively 
oon. for our fellow council members. 
lore later. 

Well, we all wish you a wet and won- 
ferful diving new year. and let me add 
is tip: we know skin-divers are the 
leanest. but a little extra “heach-polic- 
ng’ when we leave pays big dividends in 
Poo lwill and is just good sense! 




























MARATHON, FLA. 


IN THE HEART OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 
SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS 


at the 


SEAHORSE MOTEL 


SPECIAL SUMMER MOTEL RATES AS LOW AS 3.60 PER COUPLE 


WITH PRIVATE BATH 


COMPLETE LINE OF DIVING EQUIPMENT AND AIR 


INSTRUCTIONS—GUIDING 


50% DISCOUNT ON AIR TO GUESTS 
STAYING AT THE SEASHORE MOTEL 


OWNED & OPERATED BY 
WES AND CAL BARTELT 








“insulated” foam neoprene full 
suit with hood and boots. Reinforced 
seams. Easily custom made to 


. FAST ON and OFF. 


DRIES IN MINUTES. 


$299 


F.O.B. SAN RAFAEL 


MARIN SKIN DIVERS CLUB 


ORDER TODAY OR SEND FOR SAMPLE 


MARIN UNDERWATER SPORTS CO. 


1428 4th Glenwood 4-8016 SAN RAFAEL, CALIF. 





NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME 
A REAL FOAM NEOPRENE WET SUIT AT 








{ND DURABLE. 


HOODS - BOOTS 


used exclusively by 


lY the COST! 
MARINMAN FROGMAN SUIT KIT 


Complete with all materials and instructions to 











Lyle A 


HOSKIN & SON 


2527 WEST COAST HIGHWAY -- NEWPORT, CALIF. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


AQUA-LUNG REFILLS 


Complete Line of Skin Diving Equipment 
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WISE DIVERS 


Know how to take care of them- 


selves under all conditions and 
what to do under all 
stances. 


EVERYONE should read Owen’s 


new book . 


circum- 


“MANUAL for FREE- 
DIVERS using 
COMPRESSED AIR” $1.75 


{t your local dealer or, 


FENJOHN COMPANY 
90 Cricket Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 


Exclusive Distributor for U.S.A. 
Dealers Inquiries Solicited 





CHECK VALVES 






EXHAUST INTAKE 


eke ‘alone, 
Ry ATI daddddddar Bo fr 


FITS INTO ANY AQUA LUNG TYPE 





AND HOSE ASSEMBLY 
WITH NO ALTERATIONS 





From Your Dealer 
Or Postpaid From 


MAR-MAC 


INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE. Dept S-1 
HAYWARD.CALIFORNIA 
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New Jersey... 


ATLANTIC COAST 
MARINE EXPLORERS 


By GEORGE R. CRAIG 


Well it won’t be long now before our 
club will be starting its outdoor activities 
on a full scale, but in the meantime we 
are preparing for the coming season. One 
of the things on our program is a training 
course on the use of “SCUBA.” This pro- 
gram will include lectures and pool dem- 
onstrations by experienced and qualified 
lung divers, who will attempt to show us 
the “do’s and don'ts” of self contained 
diving. Any member who plans to use a 
lung must pass a written test and a pool 
test to qualify as a lung diver. There are 
many lung divers around today who 
know very little if anything about the 
physics or science of diving. Contrary to 
popular belief there is a whole lot more 
to lung diving than just putting it on and 
going swimming. How many of you know 
the cause, symptoms. and treatment of 
the bends, air embolism, and CO. poison- 
ing? Through this program we hope to 
prevent any accidents or deaths due to 
lack of knowledge about their equipment. 

Three cheers for Frederic Dumas and 
James Dugan for their fine articles on 
record dives. That’s all for this month, So 
long for now. 


California... 


LONG BEACH 
JUNIOR NEPTUNES 


By TOM CROSSMAN 


The months of December and January 
were eventful for this Long Beach club. 
Early in December Gary Blockley speared 
a nineteen pound male sheepshead down 
south of Laguna. Gary has also been 
getting some nice lobsters lately. The day 
he speared the sheepshead he had hold 
of a bug which he said would have 
weighed close to twelve pounds. Too bad 
you can’t eat feelers! 

Frank Greeno picked up some nice five 
and six pound bugs recently at Laguna 
and then to his dismay realized that he 
didn’t have a pot large enough to cook 
them in. So what could he do but give 
them to his girl friend. 

Jack McNeal recently speared a sixteen 
pound male sheepshead. Jack and Gary 
are turning to underwater photography 
with Jack’s Baby Brownie and Gary’s 
new Brownie Hawkeye with homemade 
plastic case. They’re getting some good 
pictures, too. 

Recently Tom Crossman, Gary Block- 
ley. and Gary Mitchell took a trip to the 
Long Beach breakwater. Several large 
sheepshead were spotted, but as they 
were all below fifty feet we decided to 
leave them alone. 












THIS BLUE SHARK was no match for H. B. Wright’ 
spear when the latter met him in the briny deep o 
Goat Harbor, Catalina. The shark was over six feet 
length and weighed over 80 pounds. It was taken witt 
a standard Arbalete. Wright is President of the Long 
Beach Douglas Division's Trident Club. Forty skin dives 
from the local plant chartered a power cruiser ond ¢ 
48 ft. 8 meter sloop for their weekend ‘‘hunt.'’ Photo 
by Nelson (Club vice president). 


OCEAN SUNFISH 


(Continued from Page 9) 


as the Opaleyes harried their reluctani 
hosts constantly. 





With some doubt in our minds, w 















moved the Sunfish into the circular tan 
with the great Bottlenosed Dolphins, wh 
have no respect for the unusual and giv 
most of the fish living in their tank wit 
them, a very bad time. It was with so 
surprise, therefore, that after a cursor 
inspection and a few playful pokes wi 
their noses, we saw that the dolphi 
accepted the Sunfish into the somewhsl 
exclusive circle of the circular tank. 
So today at Marineland, where visito 
may witness many unusual and wonde 
ful sights, they are able to see a youn 
100-pound Ocean Sunfish, or Mola, anf 
watch it accepting its daily ration of foo 
from the hands of its friend, the diver. * 
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Divers Supply 
6906 Coast Hwy. 
Complete Gear - Deep Sea- my: kin Biving . Rental 
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GRUNNION SAYS iTS 


4 oe NON-RETURN MOUTHPIECE 
: Phote DISTRIBUTOR 
HEALTHWAYS 


3669 SEVENTH AVE. 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIF. 





- 


“SAFETY FIRST”. 


NOW AVAILABLE 


ata 


"NEW LOW PRICE 


Formerly $19.95 now reduced to $14.95 





$14.95 





Hope-Paige Engineering Corp. wishes to thank everyone for the WONDERFUL ACCEPTANCE they have enjoyed on their 
for us to further reduce our price without reducing quality! 


MANUFACTURER 
HOPE-PAGE,. ENG. CORP. 
P.O. BOX 6541 
LONG BEACH 15, CALIF. 





RELIGIOUS DIVING. Celebrating the famed Feast 
of the Epiphany, two Greek Orthodox 18-year-old 
youngsters jumped into icy waters of lower Hud- 
son River at the Battery clad only in shorts to 


recover the beribboned gold cross. A_ police 





launch stood by as the ancient religious rite was 


observed without regards to temperature. 


. 
a toon 
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DIVER FINDS BODY. It is surprising sometimes 
just how much diving goes on when one scans 
the news carefully, despite the cold weather. At 
Valhalla, New York an unidentified diver re- 
covered the body of an 18-year old youth who 
jumped or fell into the Kensico Reservoir. No 
depth was given, but the temperature was in 
the twenties. 


<4 




















DOLPHIN 


(SKIN DIVING SHOP) 


9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD 








MANUFACTURING CO. 


MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE— FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 


DELUX PURE GUM - KELP COLOR - $42.50 


If custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, and weight required 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED—|If no dealer in your area write for information. 
OPEN DAILY TILL 6:00 P.M.—CLOSED SUNDAYS 


Phone TOrrey 6-2185 


AIR REFILLS 


BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 


: 


4 
New Jersey’s 
Complete Selection 
| Swimfins — Masks — Rubber Suits 
| Snorkels —- Aqua-Lungs —- Guns 
ROBERT KISLIN’S 
Sporting Goods | 
710 Main Street Asbury Park, N. J. 
? 














SKIN DIVER—MARCH—31 


California . . 


THE AQUA FAMILIAS 


By PAT HARRELSON 


Announcing: The arrival of our newest 
member — Robin Sue Kennedy — born 
Dec. 27, which puts Mamma Jerry back 
into the swim again. Here’s to Jerry’s fu- 
ture diving. At the same time Dottie 
Frazier will be out of the swim for awhile 

good luck Dottie, while waiting for 
your new arrival. 

Jake Frazier and his son, Darrel, took 
a trip north and landed a nice catch. Jake 
came home with a nice 10 pound sheeps- 
head and bugs, and Darrel with a couple 
of cabazone. We are proud of Darrel as 
a junior member. 

We are also proud of Marge Brandmeir 
because she learned to swim just last sum- 
mer and since then she has shown us that 
she is all out for being a good skin diver, 
by battling those waves. kelp and all that 
goes with diving. Which goes to show if 
a woman wants to dive. she can. 

Our club is looking for couples, man 
and wife. that both dive, to become mem- 
bers. Anyone in the Long Beach area who 
might be interested, call Jerry Kennedy 
at 902-824, or drop a card to 1204 Loma 
Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 

Now men. let’s get your wives diving 
and join up with the Aqua Familias. the 
club for the whole family. ™ 








Wisconsin ... 
MID-WEST AMPHIBIANS 
By LEE E, GLEASON 

Nine of us have successfully finished 
our senior life saving course under the 
able guidance of Lyle Larcheid, Red 
Cross Safety instructor. 

These nine life guard emblems plus 
a few others already in the club will 
indeed be a proud display for our club on 
all future dives. 

Some of us plan on taking the Red 
Cross Water Safety Instructors course 
starting in March. 

Four of our members put on a display 
in the Kenosha Basin on January 30 as 
a publicity stunt for a Kenosha, Wiscon- 
sin theater which was showing “20.000 
Leagues Under The Sea.” 

Most of our diving in recent weeks has 
been beneath the ice of our favorite local 
stone quarry. It is a real thrill to glide 
along beneath the ice. 


a 





AQUA FAMILIAS, back from the breckwater with the 
day's catch. 
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California... 








SEA LANCERS 


By BILL ANDERSON 


Club elections were held last month# 
The new officers are: Pres.. John Hall: 


Vice. Pres.. Gene Daniels; Sec.. Bill An. 


derson; Treas., Dick Schreiber; Sgt.-at. ST 
Arms, Gary Hall: and our Council Rep, 

John Logan. The officers were installedf| SEND 
last meeting. John Logan was giving a IL 
plaque for his fine job as our last year’s Ser 
president. There were refreshments ané ' 
dancing after the meeting. Cor 


The officers will try to follow a pro; 


eram which consists of: at least one 


rip 





to one of the islands each month. Reports 


from each group of divers at each meet 
ing and a trophy for the best catch | y: 
member of one of these groups. as we'l ag 
the regular trip trophy. Rank within th¢ 
(LUCK ?); 
of humorouw 
events on some of our last year’s trips 
hy Toby Schreiber which were enjoyed ap 


club according to ability 


There were caricatures 


at the meeting. 


John Hall. Dick Schreiber and my se 
went with John Logan to Catalina o 
John’s new 46 ft. motor-sailer. The diy 
ing wasn't too productive, the best cate 
was John Hall’s 7-lb. cabezone. But 4 


swell time was had by all. ™ 
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onth, 4 
Hall: } 
1 An. 7! 
rt.-at. START A SALT WATER 
Rep. AQUARIUM 
allel SEND 25¢ for COMPLETE 
ing @ ILLUSTRATED INSTRUCTIONS 
ears Send 10c¢ extra for Sea Horse 
an Pamphlet 
§) Coral Reef Exhibits 
P. O. Box 23 
— Coconut Grove 33, FLORIDA 
e trip , 
ports 
met} DAVCO DEALERS 
@ DAVCO is a trade name — short 
el ag 


n thd distributors of the best lines of 


K?)8 American and imported gear. 
~— We aim to popularize the name DAVCO 
trips as » symbol of service and business ethics 
joved™ ano a mark of quality in equipment. 
 =DAVCO dealers are backed by 
ny sell =the west's most complete stock of 
1a OM skin diving and general water 
e div sports equipment. 
at r y ™“ 

: 3510 MANOR ST., LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF 
re “Home of the Illinois Mask & Fin Club” 
3 ‘| Frogman Supplies 

| 6801 W. GRAND AVENUE 
: S CHICAGO 35, ILLINOIS 


— 

















fo’ D. L. Davis Co. — wholesale 








TU 9-0517 
Aqua-Lungs, DivAir, Desco Lungs 
All types suits, masks, snorkels, fins, 
floating knives, Flotos, Res-Q-Paks 
ubber, gas and spring powered spearguns 
Compressors, gas or electric 
Books, clean diving air 
Catalog 25c—refunded on order 
Lung instruction, Safety procedure included 
“Coldbar’’ Frog Suit Kits, full coverage $19.95 
Easy Pay Plan Discount to Clubs 


x 














Just Published! 


_/ SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 












Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
Cc ined Diving Equi and the 





pone, Latest Spearfishing 
- Equipment and 


\ , 
. P i _ Techniques. 
k hi 
y\ ~ UA 
« 


In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 
able, there are many practical hints on equip- 
ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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New York... 


LONG ISLAND 
DOLPHINS, INC. 


By AL HOFFMAN 


Our silence during the past few months 
was caused by a reorganization of our 
club, including a new constitution. aims 
and programs. Our annual elections were 
held in January and we now have six ex- 
ecutive officers plus a six-man board of 
directors and six main committees with 
their heads and members. Our club’s pro- 
eram for the year will include our con- 
tinued conservation work, greater em- 
phasis on water safety. cooperation and 
services to various civic and local gov- 
ernment intra and inter club 
meets and activities and courses on lung 
dey ices. 


groups. 


On February 12th to February 20th. 
the Long Island Sportsman Show is being 
held at the Jamaica Armory, Jamaica. 
N. Y. We will again have a booth there 
manned by alternate shifts of our mem- 
bers. At this writing we understand we 
have the space next to the SKIN DIVER 
MAGAZINE exhibit and look forward to 


meeting their representatives. 


On February 26th we are sponsoring 
the second annual Trophy Dinner of the 
East Coast Underwater Spearfishing As- 
sociation to be held at the Hotel McAlpin. 
N. Y. C. The dinner is in honor of the 
New York Blackfish. who won the East 
Coast Spearfishing Meet held last sum- 
mer. Our baked ham Hawaiian style 
dinner (no fish) will be highlighted by 
guest speakers such as Gustave Dalla 
Valle. Al Van Derkogel. Julie Daws and 


others. in addition to several films. 


During March the National Sportsman 
Show will be held in New York City and 
we will be represented there again with 
our booth. 


Zero temperatures have not stopped 
several of our members from going to 
various lakes in New Jersey and Con- 
necticut where they chopped holes in two 
feet of ice and went lung diving (notice 
we didn’t say skin diving). Each diver 
was tethered to a 100 foot rope held by 
a safety man on the ice. The ice covering 
permitted the suspension to settle and also 
diffused the light which gave good visa- 
bility. Pictures and movies were taken on 
these excursions. but no fish were seen 
(they probably went South for the 
winter). 


For those wishing it. our new perma- 
nent address is P.O. Box 165. Flushing. 
N. Y., and our meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month at the Flush- 
ing Bay Motor Boat Club at 8 p. m. Good 
fishing. 








Virgin Islands 


“The Skin Divers Paradise” 


Clear, warm water all year round 
Plenty of fish and lobsters 


AQUA LUNGS — UNDERWATER CAMERAS 
for sale or for rent—tanks refilled 
Large stock of 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
Cressi — Champion — Hurricane 
Pirelli — Squale — Voit — etc. 


Cc. & M. CARON 


“La Belle France” 
Main St. St. Thomas U. S. Virgin Islands 











JE 'S | 

RRY'S | 
Diving Equipment 
1036 Ave. “‘C”’ Redondo Beach, Calif. 


FRontier 5-4977 


Aqua-Lung Tank Rentals 
Air Refills: Y2-hr. tank, $1.25; 
1-hr. tank, $1.50. 


MARK VII CO2 Tank Gun 


| Exclusive South Bay Dealer 
$47.50 

Tank exchange $2.00 

| Send 15c¢ for new Catalog 


OPEN 8 TO 8 — 7 DAYS A WEEK 














EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 


What's new in the way of skin diving 
equipment? Do you have an idea for a 
better type of flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let 
me help you with your particular problem. 
Whether it is the Development, Manufac- 
turing or the Marketing of a new or old 
item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. JEfferson 2187 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 








| Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods 














SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 

Pirelli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suits 
Vasks & Fins & Guns 


~—e eee 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
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California... 


NEWPORT HARBOR 
SUB-MARINERS 


By ALAN WHITE 

On the whole, diving’s been pretty 
good for the Sub-Mariners these past few 
months. With clear water making up 
somewhat for the iciness of winter div- 
ing, limits have been taken of lobster and 
Pismo clams, together with some fair- 
sized fish. The most spectacular catch of 
late was made by John Miller, club treas- 
urer, off South Laguna. A giant Blue 
Shark was “de-activated” when Johnny 
sunk his shaft (with a standard, non- 
detachable, non-explosive spear-head) 
into the 110-lb. fish and claimed him for 
his own. Naturally, the shark had other 
ideas. but with Bill Silzle’s help, John 
won the struggle. 

A sad tale can be told by John Lafferty. 
This one concerns a 6-lb. rockfish and a 
hole in a gunnysack. 

Jimmy Trodglen wasn’t sad, though. 
on another day when he nabbed an 11-lb. 
lobster at South Laguna. Ted Pederson 
has also been doing good on the bugs at 
of his favorite the Balboa 
jetty. Don Harper recently shot a 5-lb. 
Calico bass and Al White a Cabazon of 
the same weight. John Burkett has been 
getting limits of Pismos every weekend 
at Newport. 


one spots, 


Texas... 


“CREATURES” 


By A/1C WM. HARBECK 


The members of the “Creatures” club 
are planning a trip to the Gulf to test two 
new lungs that arrived recently. The 
“Creatures” are hoping that the new 
lungs will help us overcome the handicap 
of murky water and unsuitable skin div- 
ing conditions that has been encountered 
on former trips to the Gulf. 

Activity in the club has slowed down 
due to bad weather conditions of the 
past weeks. But the “Creatures” have 
kept in condition by training in the local 
spring fed river. This river stays a con- 
stant temperature all year, “FREEZING.” 

We think the name “Creatures” is well 
suited, as one day upon emerging from 
our river haunts. we frightened two fish- 
ermen so bad they took off in a dead run. 
or maybe they thought anyone that would 
swim in a river in January must be crazy. 

We are still trying to locate some clear 
water on the Texas Gulf. but so far no 
luck. 

Anyone living in the San Marcos area. 
that would like to join our club is wel- 
come to get in touch with us through 
“Skin Diver.” 

All present members are stationed at 
Gary A.F.B., but the club is not limited 
to Air Force personnel. ™ 


California... 


LOCKHEED SKIN DIVERS 


By DON LEITCH 


This being our first appearance in “The 
Skin Diver,” we would like to extend our 
greetings to all other clubs. We are a 
rather new club but have a fairly large 
membership of about fifty. 

Being a very active club with \ear 
around divers, we manage one or ‘wo 
island trips a month. On our last (rip 
fourteen of us journeyed to the Coro. 
nados Islands. Despite January's stormy 
weather and the great number of seals, 
we managed to land some nice fish. We 
also took some bugs, the largest weig! ing 
12-lbs. 

During our last meeting, we held our 
semi-annual elections. Don Gartrell be ing 
elected President: Frank Oling. \V ce. 
President; George Fisk, Secretary: | er- 


nie Eggert was appointed Treasurer. ind 


“55 
yours truly. Publicity Director. The «ul 
would like to thank the outgoing officers, 
Dick Rogers. Phil Warander and J ine 
Flagel for doing a wonderful job. 

In closing, we would like to invite ny 
members of other clubs to attend ou 


meetings which are being held on thef 


last Tuesday of every month at the L. E 
R. C. Building. 2814 Empire St... bur. 
bank. 
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NO We THE FINEST IN FOAM AND RUBBER SUITS | 
| 
o * | 
Light Weight . . . Easy to | 
' 
| 
Put On and Take Off... | 
{ 
2 
These NEW suits by Waterwear incorporate all 
the desirable features wanted in any diving suit. 
® 4 colors... Sea foam Green, Waterwear Blue, Golden 
Yellow and Ebony. 
@ Warm... even in coldest water. 
@ Increased strength for longer life. 
@ Will not deteriorate. 
@ Corrosion-resistant zippers. 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
THE SEAL SUIT 
Made of the finest two ply rubber LA JOLLA SUIT 
available. This suit is designed to | 
give pe ge freedom of move- DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: Unsurpassed for diving comfort. . . 
ment with minimum resistance to . . 
dhe woter. Mo exe charge fer U. Ss. DIVERS CORP. Full leg and waist zippers for easy 
special sizes. 1045 Broxton Avenue entry. 
Long Suit $54.95 Short Suit $44.95 Los Angeles 24, California Suit complete with hood. . .$89.95 
4 <i 
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When you want... 


BARGAINS 
look to D 











One 





Tough Tenite 3/4" 
tubing, bright yel- 
low for safety. 
Beautiful royal blue 
mouthpiece, and 
cage of indestruct- 
ible Vinyl. 


Postpaid anywhere in the U. S. 
Sorry-NO C.OD's 





DIVING CORPORATION of AMERICA 


722 S.W. 8th Street, Miami, Florida 





Try the | y 
VE Scott £: 


“World's finest self-contained underwater breathing equipment’ 





i 


hoe oe 


oe 


Here’s a 


You have a new sense of freedom as you 
swim through beautiful underwater gar- 
dens. You'll find the Scott HYDRO-PAK 
the perfect answer for underwater spear- 
fishing, photography, salvage, exploration 
or marine repair work 


The big 514” picture window safety glass 
lens of the HYDRO-PAK mask affords 
crystal clear vision. And you will like the 
HYDRO-PAK’s tough breathing hose. It's 
safer because it is super strong and out of 
the way where it can't be snagged. 


60 second 


Come along for a thrilling adventure! 
The underwater world is like a strange, 
new planet where you leisurely fly 
through a liquid atmosphere. Exotically 
beautiful plants of wondrous shapes and 
colors are everywhere to add to your 
pleasure. 





You'll be swimming in many different 
positions underwater. That's when you'll 
appreciate the famous Scott Demand Air 
Regulator. It is scientifically located on 
the mask for easiest possible breathing 
balance at any depth —in any position 
with constant flow. 


Back on the beach it’s easy to take the 
Scott Air Regulator apart for a quick 
cleaning and a necessary safety check. No 
tools are required. The regulator's metal 
parts are of stainless steel for the ultimate 
in corrosion-resistance and dependability. 


8301 ERIE STREET 


Before submerging, we close the Air 
Econo-Miser”. Leave it open when oit 
of water to conserve the air supply. If yc u 
forget to turn it off when you submerze, 
escaping air bubbles act as a_ gentle 
reminder to close it; however, no wat:r 
enters the mask. 


The wide-band harness and back plate tits 
snugly and comfortably in or out of 
water. Special adjustment and quick 
release devices insure perfect fit and safety. 
The Scott Air-Reserve device signals when 
14 of the air supply remains. A foolproof 
reserve knob turns one way only, and with 
a distinct click. 


2 
Ket. today 


for complete information! 


SCOTT AVIATION COR 
LANCASTER, 


Only Scott offers nationwide sales, servic? 
and air recharging facilities 











